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          “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,…  He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.   He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty...”                                                   For complete text see:  Luke 1:47-55

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I bring you one of the most radical of writings of the New Testament—the Magnificat.  It is said that during the height of the British Empire that  Anglican Priests were discouraged from reading this strategic lectionary reading from the pulpits throughout the colonies.  The last thing that the power structure in Britain needed was for “kings to be overthrown” and the “rich to be sent away empty”.

As we approach Christmas 2011, we are seeing struggles and upheavals around the world and are even experiencing protests against the “1% by the 99%” in the United States.  It is true that incomes and assets are increasingly falling into the hands of fewer and fewer people in America and that wages have stagnated for the majority of the working class.  Worse yet, many are not working at all as jobs and factories are shipped off-shore.  Common goals such as home ownership and an ever-increasing standard of living are seemingly a thing of the past.  Even health insurance is a commodity in short supply in the “richest nation on earth”. Immigrants(legal and illegal) are increasingly attacked and demonized.

Since the time of Isaiah, prophets have predicted an “in-breaking” or “Advent” of God into human affairs.  With the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary by the Angel Gabriel, that time had come.  God would come to earth in the form of a baby born in a stable.  God chose a family so poor that they could not hope to have better accommodations. They also didn’t have health insurance or pension benefits.  They truly had to live by faith alone.  The scriptures also tell us that the King lived in great fear of the coming of a Messiah and did everything he could to kill the Christ child.  But God warned them in a dream to flee to Egypt and wait until the king was gone.  So before he was a year old, Jesus was also a political refugee.

Working here on the border of Zambia, D.R.Congo, and Angola we are familiar with refugees, homeless people and people suffering from hunger.  Our project is dedicated to the empowerment of the powerless.  We do this through education in agricultural pursuits such as milking goats and cattle, raising gardens, planting fruit trees and field crops to promote balanced diets for families as well as incomes from surpluses they can sell.

In the last year we have seen increasing demand for our milk, eggs, yoghurt and other products.  We have just sold ten pigs for a start-up project in a neighboring village and have sold several pair of oxen over the past year.  Before there were oxen in the area, women were the only “beasts of burden”.  Through agricultural technology provided by the United Methodist Church people are being set free from hunger, privation and drudgery.

A recent success story is that of an infant named Raphael.  In a neighboring village, our project had started a women’s banana and goat milking project.  Over the years the women have begun to learn that they can both eat better and use the surplus to pay for education for their children, provide better health care, and build better homes for their families. 

Then one of their neighbors had a health crisis.  She contracted an infection in her breasts and could no longer nurse her infant son, Raphael.  In the past children like Raphael normally died as there was no substitute for mother’s milk.  But this time Raphael’s mother was able to obtain goat’s milk from the women’s cooperative. Instead of having to search for an outside solution, village women were empowered to deal with the crisis on the local level.  They have, in effect, become missionaries to their neighbors. The Holy Spirit has used them and Mujila Falls to reach a child with life-giving milk.  We remember the words from Matthew 25: “I was hungry and you fed me.”

As we enter the Christmas Season, let’s not forget that the message of the Magnificat isn’t ancient History, but an ever blooming promise from God that He intervenes in Human History and He does feel the suffering of his people.  Around the World we hear the yearning of God’s people for human dignity and hope.  Christ’s birth was the greatest “revolution” in the History of the world. Sometimes revolutions are violent and sometimes they are gradual and bloodless.  Let us pray in this Holy Season for hearts that won’t be hardened against the poor and unfortunate, but look always for ways that God’s bounty can be shared with all in an equitable fashion.  May the “1%” be inclined to use their excess wealth to better the entire world.   After all, Jesus said, “to whom much is given much is expected”.  Let us pray for leadership in America and around the world that can envision the  Kingdom of God on Earth where all can expect to share in God’s Promise regardless of station or circumstance---even a baby such as Raphael.

Merry Christmas from everyone at Mujila Falls,

Rev. Paul L Webster
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