
Gathering As Friends... Growing in Faith… Sharing God’s Love 

December 2018 

ASP Baked Potato Bar 
Join us on Sunday, December 16, 
after the children’s musical for a 
baked potato! The youth who are 
attending the ASP Trip in June of 
2019 will be selling baked potatoes 
with a variety of toppings for a 
suggested donation of $5 for adults and $3 for kids 
(half potato). Toppings will include: chili, cheese, 
broccoli, shredded chicken, and sour cream. You will 
also get a beverage and dessert! All donations will go 
towards funding the trip in June of 2019. 

Children’s Christmas Musical 
We are once again looking forward to the children 
and young people of our church sharing their talents 
with us on December 16 at the 9:45am service. This 
year’s musical offering will be “Once Upon a 
Night.” The story follows General Comet Powell, Big 
Glow, and Shooting Star along with shepherds, 
angels, and wise men as they tell the greatest story 
ever told, while discovering God has a special plan 
for each of His creations. It’s going to be a joy-filled 
service, so make sure not to miss it! 

Please Return Your Estimate of Giving 
Our Fall Stewardship Campaign is off to a great start. 
I am always awed by the generosity of this 
congregation. That being said, we are still short of 
our budget needs. That is not unexpected this close to 
the Consecration Sunday. We know that Estimate of 
Giving sheets trickle in until the end of the year. 
However, it would be nice to wind up the campaign 
and get our needs met so we can get on with the work 
of doing transformational ministry without having to 
hear constant reminders from the pulpit! If you plan 
to pledge for the 2019 budget year, please turn in 
your Estimate of Giving. They are available on the 
table outside the Chapel, the tables in the back and 
out the side door of the Sanctuary, or you can call the 
church office to have one sent to you. Thank you for 
your continuing support of our ministries. 

Christmas Eve Services 
 December 24 at 4:00 pm – Christmas Eve Family  

Service with candle-lighting. 
 December 24 at 7:30 pm – Traditional Christmas  

Eve Candlelight Service. This service will include 
carol singing, scripture readings, special music, a 
meditation, and candle-lighting. 

 

Christmas Eve Family Service 
“Child friendly" sharing of 
carols, a story, special music, 
(no sermon), concluding with 
candle lighting and glow 
sticks! Join us as at 4pm as we 
search for the true meaning of 
Christmas. Children will be 
invited to participate in a story 
to discover what Christmas is 
all about. If there are children 
who might want to participate, either sharing music 
(vocal or instrumental) or giving a simple reading, 
please give their name to Natalie by December 16. 
Musical ensembles are being formed and will be 
providing additional music for the service.  

 

Church Conference December 9 at 6pm 
Every year we have a Church Conference — United 
Methodism’s version of an annual meeting. During 
the conference, we celebrate our ministries, elect 
leadership, and learn more about how we are 
connected to the larger church. Our Church 
Conference will be led by Rev. Forrest Wells, our 
new district superintendent. It will be December 9 at 
6:00 pm. All are welcome and all professing 
members of our congregation have a vote. Come out 
and meet our new District Superintendent. 



Wauwatosa Avenue 
United Methodist Church 

1529 Wauwatosa Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

Phone (414) 453-0700  Fax (414) 453-0702 
www.waumc.org  waumc@sbcglobal.net 

 

Sunday Schedule 
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship - Chapel 
9:45 a.m Blended Worship - Sanctuary 
9:15 & 10:45 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School - Children & Youth 

 

Church Staff and Office Hours 
 

Tim Berlew 
Pastor 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-2:30 
 

Domnik Israel 
Pastor of Visitation 

Tuesday & Thursday  9:30-2:00 
 

Tina Itson 
Deacon 

 

Natalie Stumpner 
Director of Christian Education 
Monday - Thursday  9:00-4:00 

 

Jodie Hunt 
Church Administrator 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-4:30 
 

Jackie Onan 
Financial Secretary 

Monday  9:00-2:00; Thursday  9:00-12:00 
 

Martha Aslakson 
Organist (9:45 service) & Tower Bells Director 

 

Janet Smith 
Pianist (8:15 service) 

 

Kaylee Piatt 
Adult Choir Director 

 

Heather Sugden 
Praise Ensemble Director & Accompanist 

 

Nicole Lassiter 
Troubadour Choir Director 

 

Jill Lorber 
Cherub Choir Director 

 

Elizabeth Hessner 
Nursery Supervisor 

 

Sue Koenigs 
Children & Youth Accompanist 

 

Chick Zaffiro 
Maintenance/Security 

 

Marie Rider 
Printer/Custodian 

 
 

2018 
Tower Deadlines 

 
 
 
 
 
 

February 5 - March (Lent/Easter) 
 

May 7 - June (Spring/Summer) 
 
Please place your articles in the Tower folder in 
the church office across from Jodie Hunt’s office 
or email to waumc@sbcglobal.net by the above 
dates. 

We’ll pray for you! 
Our church prayer chain 
welcomes any prayer requests 
you would like to forward to us. 

You may drop your written 
prayer concern in the collection 
plate on Sunday morning, or  

call or email it to: Penny McCanles at 414-453-
5337, pmccanles040@gmail.com; or Jodie Hunt at 
414-453-0700, waumc@sbcglobal.net. 
The requests are emailed each Monday to those 
who have agreed to pray for those who need our 
help. If you would like to join the prayer chain, 
please contact Penny McCanles at the above email 
address. 
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Feel Free to Contact Your Pastor 
There are times when people are hospitalized, or 
have personal concerns or a crisis, and the pastoral 
staff would like to be supportive. If you or someone 
you know, goes to the hospital, or needs our care, 
please feel free to call the church and let us know. 
Also, contact the church office and let us know of 
the names of any home-bound persons who might 
like a visit. And, if your address changes, we also 
would appreciate receiving that information. After 
office hours, you can reach Pastor Tim at 414-257-
1228 or Pastor Domnik at 715-584-5389. 
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I suppose we all have our own 
traditions around holidays. 
Thanksgiving weekend is 
certainly a time when I have a 
set schedule that I keep. Some 
of it stems back to my church 

musician days. The month of December was always a 
bit hectic with all the extra music performances. In 
the last church I served as music director, I had three 
adult handbell choirs, each of which did 
performances around the city. I knew that once the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving came, I would be running 
constantly until Christmas Day. As a result, 
Thanksgiving Day and the day after were always 
spent doing the same things. I always stay home on 
Thanksgiving and take my time preparing dinner with 
a huge turkey. After all, I love turkey and want lots of 
leftovers. People are welcome to join me for dinner 
(and often do), but I do not leave home that day. It is 
sort of my last “aha” before the Advent/Christmas 
season begins. On Friday, all the Christmas 
decorations come out and the house “is beginning to 
look a lot like Christmas.” Once that is complete, I 
build a fire in the fireplace and sit back with a mug of 
hot chocolate and enjoy the glow of the Christmas 
tree and fire. 
 
During the Advent season there is always a lot to do. 
Things get busy at church. There are presents to buy 
and Christmas cards to write. It is far too easy to get 
caught up in the hustle and bustle of the season. For 
many, it is a stressful season rather than being a 
season of preparation to allow Christ to enter the very 
center of our lives. I find that I have to wrestle the 
calm away from the inherent busyness of December. 
On the occasional evenings at home, I once again 
light a fire, bask in the warmth and enjoy a cup of hot 
chocolate. I must be intentional about slowing down 
and quieting my mind. 
 
This Advent our theme will be “As People with 
Expectation.” Others have all kinds of expectations of 
us. At work, our bosses want more from us. In 
relationships, people want us to be fully present to 
them. Our families want time with us. At every turn, 
there are expectations that we may or may not be able 
to meet. It can leave us exhausted. 
 
 

During this upcoming season I invite you to think 
about your own expectations. What is reasonable? 
Sometimes our expectations are so great that they 
cannot ever be met. We are left anxious, depleted, or 
even angry. We must be careful not to expect too 
much, but we also have to be wary of expecting too 
little.  
 
What do you expect of yourself? Do you have the 
notion that you need to be some type of superhero? 
Are your “to do” lists (especially at this time of year) 
so long that you will never complete them? As the 
world seems to be spinning faster, it is important to 
be kind to yourself. Take a moment for that cup of 
hot chocolate by the fire, even if it is only for a 
moment in your mind. 
 
What do you expect of those closest to you? Is it 
reasonable? There are times we expect more than 
others can give. Other times, we do not share our 
desires and expectations with them. This adds 
unnecessary stress to our relationships. Sometimes 
those who are closest to us are the ones who are left 
in the dark because we assume they should know and 
understand our needs. Communication requires us to 
listen at least as much as we talk. 
 
What do you expect of your church? As a pastor, I 
have often heard statements that begin with the 
words, “They ought to…” I always wonder who 
“they” are at the beginning of those sentences. 
Sometimes they mean me. Other times they mean 
anyone other than themselves. As a congregation, we 
really do need to decide who we are and what we 
want to do in order to live out our mission. That 
requires being part of the we and not abdicating our 
responsibility to the proverbial they. As a 
congregation, Tosa Avenue UMC is doing great 
things. We are called to all this and more. As we 
work toward a closer relationship with God and work 
at transformational ministry in the world, we can truly 
make a difference. We should set our expectations 
high, but not so high they are unattainable. 
 
Advent is a season for reflection. Amid the activity 
and busyness of this time of year, we need to take 
time to assess our expectations. Are we ready to open 
our hearts and minds and lives to welcome Christ?  

From Pastor Tim’s Desk 



Church News 
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Inclement weather policy 
We know that severe weather is 
inevitable. In order to keep our 
members safe, we may decide to 
close the church. It is the policy of 
WAUMC that if the WAUWATOSA 
SCHOOLS are closed due to 
inclement weather, church activities will be cancelled. 
If Sunday morning services or activities are cancelled, 
an announcement will be run on local news channels. 
In addition, it will be posted on the church website and 
shared on the church Facebook page. If more specific 
information or directions are required in relation to 
other church activities not covered by the above 
circumstances, individual church leaders will contact 
concerned parties involved through phone calls, 
emails, Facebook posts or text messages. Please be 
aware that even if snow is plowed from the parking lot 
after a snowstorm and our services and activities stay 
on schedule, slippery conditions may still be present 
on church property despite efforts to make it 
accessible. Please exercise your judgment regarding 
your safety in dealing with such conditions. Be safe, 
we’ll understand if you don’t join us. 

Our Church Family 
We rejoice in the baptism of… 
Porter Edwin Jacobs, son of Anna & 
John, on October 28 

Welcome New Member… 
Anna Jacobs 

 

 

Giving Options 
Most of us grew up dropping an envelope or loose 
cash into a plate during the worship service. Many 
people no longer carry cash or a check book with 
them. We have had the option of Electronic Funds 
Transfer (EFT) for some time now. As a matter of 
hospitality, in order to make giving easier for people, 
we now have the options of giving through our 
website, via text message or via smartphone app. Of 
course, the traditional way will always be an option. In 
order to access these new ways of giving, please 
follow these instructions: 

 To give through the website at www.waumc.org, 
there is a pulldown menu on the homepage that is 
marked “Giving.” Click on that tab and follow the 
instructions. 

 To give via text message, enter 414-622-1604 into 
the texting app on your smartphone and the 
amount you wish to give. You will receive a 
registration link. Click the link and enter the 
requested information and tap “Process.” After 
registration is complete, you will receive a 
verification text as well as a receipt via email. For 
future giving, send a text with the amount you 
wish to give and it will process automatically. 

 To give via app, go to the App Store on your 
smartphone. Search for “Give+.” Enter 
“Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist Church,” 
select our church and press “Give Now.” Choose a 
fund and a preset or other amount. Select “Add” 
and “Next” to move forward to the payment 
information. Select payment type and add the 
requested information. Review your donation 
summary then select “Complete Donation.”  

 

 

Upcoming Sermon Scriptures & Sermon Titles 

Nov. 25 2 Samuel 23:1-7 & John 18:33-37 
 “For This I Was Born” 

Dec. 2 Jeremiah 33:14-16 & Luke 21:25-36 
 “Wait for It… Wait for It” 

Dec. 9 Adult Choir Cantata 
 “Do You Hear What I Hear?” 

Dec. 16 Children’s Musical 
 “Once Upon a Night” 

Dec. 23 Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:47-55 
 “Will His Coming Be What We Expected?” 

Dec. 30 1 Samuel 2:18-20 & Luke 2:41-52 
 “Children Tell of Greatness” 

Jan. 6 Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12 
 “Light in the Dark of Winter” 

Jan. 13 Psalm 29, Acts 8:14-17 &  
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 “Water Washed and Spirit Born” 

If you are out of town or miss church some Sunday 
and would like to hear the sermons, they are on our 
church website at www.waumc.org. 
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Church News 

ASP Spaghetti Dinner 
Do you love Italian food? Is it even 
better when you don’t have to cook or 
clean up? Well, the youth Spaghetti 
Dinner is back! On Saturday,   
January 26, from 4:30pm to 7:00pm, 
our youth will be hosting a Spaghetti 

Dinner. Come join us for spaghetti, salad, bread, and 
dessert! All proceeds will go to benefit the 2019 
Youth Mission Trip with Appalachia Service Project 
in June. Cost for adults will be $8 and $4 for kids (12 
and under). Tickets will be available after church on 
January 6, 13 and 20. Tickets may also be purchased 
at the door. Please watch the bulletin and email 
announcements for more details.  

 

 

Pastor Tim’s Book Discussion - Jan. 20 
On January 20, following the 9:45 
worship service, we will meet to 
discuss What Truth Sounds Like: 
Robert F. Kennedy, James Baldwin 
and Our Unfinished Conversation 
About Race in America by Michael 
Eric Dyson. Michael Eric Dyson is an award-winning 
author, a widely celebrated Georgetown University 
professor, a prominent public intellectual and a noted 
political analyst. A native of Detroit, Michigan, he is 
also an ordained Baptist minister. The author begins 
by chronicling a 1963 meeting that happened between 
Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and several 
black activists including the author, James Baldwin. 
Harry Belafonte writes of this book, “Michael Eric 
Dyson has finally written the book I always wanted to 
read. I had the privilege of attending the meeting he 
has insightfully written about, and it’s as if he were a 
fly on the wall. Not only does he capture the spirit and 
substance of our gathering, but he brilliantly teases 
out the implications of that historic encounter for us 
today. What Truth Sounds Like is a tour de force of 
intellectual history and cultural analysis, a poetically 
written work that calls on all of us to get back in that 
room and to resolve the racial crises we confronted 
more than fifty years ago.” This is a book of both 
history and contemporary social commentary. 

 

 

Our Vision for 2019 
In September of this year, your Church Council 
approved a Vision Plan for the rest of 2018 as well as 
2019 and 2020. Our visioning team has provided us 
with ambitious, but doable goals. Around worship and 
hospitality, we will work to better “market” our 
church’s ministries to the community. We have 
already begun to enlist help to develop a 
comprehensive plan. We will also provide training to 
provide better hospitality — especially to first-time 
guests. At the same time, we will also implement a 
security plan. We must be prepared for all 
possibilities. We will be installing video equipment in 
the parlor so that those who need to leave the 
Sanctuary can both see and hear the worship service. 
We hope to develop a new group for parents of 
younger children. A need has been identified to 
develop a greater mission awareness among children 
and youth. We have a strong youth program and we 
will continue to train and equip new leaders. We will 
also work to provide quality adult faith formation 
offerings that attract new learners. We will continue 
and perhaps increase the scope of our work with child 
literacy. We will also dig deeper into a ministry to 
children and youth with parents who are incarcerated. 
Our building is a wonderful “home base” for ministry. 
The entrance areas will be spruced up and made more 
hospitable. We will also make Room 4, our meeting 
room on the first level, more attractive and usable. We 
will study our building use and develop an ongoing 
plan for maintenance. We need to identify and engage 
additional volunteer help in the Church Office. The 
Staff Parish Relations Committee will implement a 
new evaluation program for our staff. 

These are not the only things we will be doing. We 
will continue the excellent work we have been doing. 
We will also engage in other opportunities as they 
come along. Thank you for making our church such a 
vibrant and faith-filled place!  

 



Church News Fellowship 

Youth Schedule 
We will be hosting an all-youth Christmas party on 
Sunday, December 16. We will be playing games, 
eating yummy food and decorating cookies. We are 
asking that those who wish to participate bring a $5 
gift to be exchanged with anyone in the group. It will 
be a night of fun and time to celebrate Christmas as 
the group! We will not be meeting on Sunday, 
December 23 or 30. We will be back to our normal 
schedule on Sunday, January 6. 

 

News from Troop 21 
New Boys Welcome 
Any young man presently in the 5th 
grade, or any boys older, can join Boy 
Scouts. New Boy Scouts do not have to 
have been active in Cub Scouting to 
become a Boy Scout. Any boy 
interested in Boy Scouting is welcome 
to visit a Troop 21 meeting on any Tuesday evening or 
contact Scoutmaster Steve Weber at 414-771-3228. 
Troop 21 is sponsored by WAUMC and has 55 youth 
members. 

Holiday Wreath Sale - Thank You 
Boy Scout Troop 21 has only one fundraiser each 
year. We would like to thank church members who 
purchased a wreath from a Troop 21 Scout. Troop 21 
wreaths were delivered starting Saturday,     
November 17. Thank you for supporting scouting. 

Campouts Planned 
Troop 21 Scouts went day camping on November 10 
at the DRN Bong Recreation Area and in cabins 
November 30 - December 2 at Camp IMR. Numerous 
5th grade boys are visiting us at our fall and winter 
campouts as they make their decisions about 
transferring into Boy Scout troops. In January Scouts 
will train each other for a Polar Bear backpacking 
snow camp January 26-27. Troop 21 Campouts are 
planned during 10 of the 12 months each calendar 
year. Our very active camping program is one of the 
things that attract boys to Troop 21. 
Scout Sunday 
For your long-term planning, Scout Sunday at 
WAUMC is Sunday, February 10. Troop 21 will once 
again serve a free pancake breakfast to everyone in the 
congregation as our thank you for sponsoring us for 
the past 97 years!  

Check Out These Additions to              
Your Library 
Children’s Books 
“Pennies from Heaven” by Molly 
Schaar Idle, c. 2006. 

“Mr. Lincoln’s Way” by Patricia 
Polacco, c. 2001. 

Young Adult Books 
“Wonder” by R.J. Palacio, c. 2012. 

“Bridge to Terabithia” by Katherine Paterson, c. 1972. 
A Newberry Medal Award 

Adult Book 
“Stories from Adam and Eve to Ezekiel: retold from 
the Bible” by Celia B. Lottridge, c. 2004. 

Check out the book truck in Fellowship Hall after the 
late service for adult and children’s books related to 

upcoming holidays. Books may be checked out by 
printing your name and the complete date on the card 
found inside the back cover of the book and leaving 

the card in the basket on the book truck. If you visit 
the library, near Wesley Hall, leave the completed 
card in the basket on the desk. 

 

 

Wildfires in California 
As thousands flee wildfires in California, UMCOR is 
in close conversation with the disaster response 
coordinators of the California-Pacific and California-
Nevada Conferences of The United Methodist Church.  
UMCOR is already actively engaged in California in 
response to previous wildfires and we anticipate 
supporting both conferences as they identify and 
respond to the needs of the populations affected by the 
current wildfires. We pray for the safety of the 
firefighters and first responders as well as those 
evacuating their homes. UMCOR stands ready to 
support the response of the conferences with relief 
kits, Early Response Teams, and funding. If you 
would like to make a donation, make your check 
payable to WAUMC with “California Wildfires” on 
the memo line. 
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Church & Society 
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Missions 

Service Opportunities - Sept./Oct. 2018 
Dec. 2: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Dec. 10: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Dec. 15: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Dec. 16: Bring Mitten Tree gifts back. 

 Bring items for winter clothing drive. 

Dec. 30: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Jan. 14: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Jan. 19: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Feb. 3: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Feb. 11: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Feb. 16: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

 Prepare and serve a hot meal at 
 Summerfield UMC. Meet at 2:15 pm. 

 

 

The Mitten Tree is up in Fellowship Hall 
The Mitten Tree is up in the 
east end of Fellowship Hall. 
Come pick out a mitten and 
shop for a needy boy or girl. 
Buy a $20 gift, wrap it using 
the mitten as a tag, and bring 
your gift back by Sunday, December 16. If you don’t 
want to shop, send or bring a check for $20 to 
WAUMC, marking it for Mitten Tree, and we will 
shop for you. We have children from United 
Methodist Children’s Services, Milwaukee Christian 
Center, Northcott and other agencies. Sponsored by 
Church & Society. 
 
 

Men’s Coats & Jackets Needed for UMCS 
United Methodist Children’s Services has put out an 
SOS for men’s coats and jackets. We will be 
collecting winter clothing for the next few weeks. 
Look for bins outside the sanctuary and chapel 
entrances. 

UMC Participates in Giving Tuesday, 
November 27 
Giving Tuesday is celebrated the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, after Black Friday and Cyber Monday. 
It is a day to donate to local and global charities. You 
can visit umcmission.org/giving-Tuesday to explore 
more than 300 United Methodist missionaries and 
more than 800 United Methodist-related projects that 
are giving light, giving love, and giving life to people 
across the globe. The Red Bird Mission in Kentucky, 
Africa University in Zimbabwe, and Paul Webster’s 
Mujila Falls Project in Zambia are included. 

Winter Clothing Drive 
United Methodist Children’s Services, Northcott, and 
our other Mitten Tree agencies have asked us again 
this year to provide warm clothing. 
Church & Society will collect coats, 
jackets, sweatshirts, sweaters and 
other warm clothing that are clean and 
in good condition, sizes infant to 
adult, during our Mitten Tree project. 
Mittens, hats and scarves are also 
needed. Also new unopened packages of underwear or 
socks. Please bring your donations to the east end of 
Fellowship Hall on Sundays. We will deliver them 
after December 16. 

New Mission Opportunity 
Edumakono Zetho (we have been introduced to him as 
Mr. Zetho) is the Associate Pastor of the new church 
start, African United Methodist Church in Milwaukee. 
He and his family own one of the Habitat Houses we 
built. During the civil war in Democratic Republic of 
Congo in the 1990s, he witnessed the murder of his 
father, two sisters and brother. He spent 16 years in a 
refugee camp in Nyarugusu and was resettled to 
Milwaukee in 2012. Mr. Zetho has started a 
foundation to help children and women who have 
suffered from sexual abuse that are still in the refugee 
camp at Nyarugusu. He will be going to the refugee 
camp to conduct a 3-day training initiative the end of 
November. One of the needs is a computer lab for the 
children. We can help by donating gently used laptop 
computers. A donation of $25 will feed and cover 
materials for one participant for one training day. PBS 
has filmed Mr. Zetho’s story and you can watch it on 
YouTube. It is entitled “A Hope for Tomorrow: 
Zetho’s Story.” 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Once again Poinsettias are being sold for display in the Sanctuary and Chapel, 
and for you to take home after the service. The Christmas bulletin will contain 
the dedication as indicated below. The plants are $10 each. Orders will be taken 
until December 17. Make checks payable to WAUMC. 
 

I would like to order    Red Poinsettia(s) at $10 each. 
I would like to order    White Poinsettia(s) at $10 each. 
 

Please dedicate my gift as follows: 

In memory of             

In honor of             
 

  I will pick up my plant(s) following the 7:30pm Christmas Eve worship service.  
  I will leave my plant(s) for the church to distribute or use for another service. 

 

Name(s)             

Phone       Email        


