
Gathering As Friends... Growing in Faith… Sharing God’s Love 

February 2018 

Ash Wednesday - February 14 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, a season 
when we reflect on our relationship with God. On 
Ash Wednesday, in particular, we reflect on our 
mortality and the ways in which we have separated 
ourselves from God. We will have a joint worship 
service with the Mary of Magdala congregation 
Wednesday, March 14, at 7:00 pm. We will celebrate 
communion together and offer the imposition of 
ashes for those who wish to participate in this sign. 
Ashes are an ancient symbol of repentance. Feeling 
the grit of the ashes in the shape of a cross on our 
foreheads is a reminder of the transitory nature of 
human life and our need to turn from a life lived 
wholly for ourselves, becoming imitators of the life 
of Jesus.  

Jazz Sunday - March 11 
“The spirit of jazz is the spirit of 
openness.” – Herbie Hancock 

The art form we call “jazz” 
encompasses many styles of music. It 
is a truly American medium which is 

revered and practiced all over the world. It ranges 
from the darkest blues to the very upbeat Dixieland 
style. Experimental jazz verges on the avant-garde. 
Here at Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist 
Church, we celebrate the art of jazz music on the 
Sunday before Lent begins. We will have 
instrumentalists and singers leading us in an exciting 
worship service at 9:45 am on March 11. The 
congregation will join in the fun with some 
traditional hymns sung in a non-traditional way. 

March 11 is also Transfiguration Sunday, the day 
Jesus took his closest disciples with him to a 
mountaintop. On the mountaintop, Jesus literally 
glowed as he conversed with Moses and Elijah. The 
disciples were amazed and did not know what to 
think. They did, however, view Jesus in a new way 
after that day. May our worship continue to help us 
see new sides of our faith and new ways to be 
followers of Jesus. 

Beignets will be served at Fellowship Hour. 

Palm Sunday - March 25 
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week. We 
begin the service shouting “Hosanna” as we hear 
about Jesus’ triumphal entry into the holy city of 
Jerusalem. The children will help us celebrate as they 
process with palms to the singing of “All Glory, Laud 
and Honor.” (Children are invited to gather in the 
parlor before the service to receive palm branches to 
carry.) As the service moves forward, we hear the 
story of Jesus’ trial and death. It is a movement from 
elation to lament. Palm leaves will be distributed at 
both morning worship services. Following worship, 
stay for Fellowship Hour and fresh hot cross buns 
prepared by members of our confirmation class and 
their mentors. 

 

Celebrating the Death and Resurrection 
of Jesus 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, March 25. We 
will have our regular worship services at 8:15 and 
9:45 am. We remember the Last Supper on Maundy 
Thursday, March 29, with worship in the Sanctuary at 
7:00 pm. We will share Holy Communion together at 
that service. We revisit the crucifixion on Good 
Friday on March 30 at 12:30 pm with a service in the 
Chapel. Finally, we celebrate resurrection and new 
life on Easter Sunday, April 1, with two services of 
worship at 8:15 and 9:45. Holy Week grounds us in 
who we are as Christians. Please consider joining us 
for all of these services.  

 

Daylight Savings Time Begins          
March 11 
Remember to turn your clocks ahead one 
hour on Saturday night, March 10. 



Wauwatosa Avenue 
United Methodist Church 

1529 Wauwatosa Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

Phone (414) 453-0700  Fax (414) 453-0702 
www.waumc.org  waumc@sbcglobal.net 

 

Sunday Schedule 
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship - Chapel 
9:45 a.m Blended Worship - Sanctuary 
9:15 & 10:45 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School - Children & Youth 

 

Church Staff and Office Hours 
 

Tim Berlew 
Pastor 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-2:30 
 

Domnik Israel 
Pastor of Visitation 

Tuesday & Thursday  9:30-2:00 
 

Tina Itson 
Deacon 

 

Natalie Stumpner 
Director of Christian Education 
Monday - Thursday  9:00-4:00 

 

Jodie Hunt 
Church Administrator 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-4:30 
 

Jackie Onan 
Financial Secretary 

Monday  9:00-2:00; Thursday  9:00-12:00 
 

Martha Aslakson 
Organist (9:45 service) & Tower Bells Director 

 

Janet Smith 
Pianist (8:15 service) 

 

Amy Hufnal 
Adult Choir Director 

 

Heather Sugden 
Praise Ensemble Director & Accompanist 

 

Nicole Lassiter 
Troubadour Choir Director 

 

Jill Lorber 
Cherub Choir Director 

 

Elizabeth Hessner 
Nursery Supervisor 

 

Elena Caceres 
Children & Youth Accompanist 

 

Chick Zaffiro 
Maintenance/Security 

 

Marie Rider 
Printer/Custodian 

2018 
Tower Deadlines 

 
 

 

May 8 - June (Spring/Summer) 
 

August 7 - September (Fall Start-Up) 
 

Please place your articles in the Tower folder in 
the church office across from Jodie Hunt’s office 
or email to waumc@sbcglobal.net by the above 
dates. 

We’ll pray for you! 
Our church prayer chain 
welcomes any prayer requests 
you would like to forward to us. 

You may drop your written 
prayer concern in the collection 
plate on Sunday morning, or  

call or email it to: Penny McCanles at 414-453-
5337, pmccanles040@gmail.com; or Jodie Hunt at 
414-453-0700, waumc@sbcglobal.net. 
The requests are emailed each Monday to those 
who have agreed to pray for those who need our 
help. If you would like to join the prayer chain, 
please contact Penny McCanles at the above email 
address. 

The Tower                       PAGE 2 

Feel Free to Contact Your Pastor 
There are times when people are hospitalized, or 
have personal concerns or a crisis, and the pastoral 
staff would like to be supportive. If you or someone 
you know, goes to the hospital, or needs our care, 
please feel free to call the church and let us know. 
Also, contact the church office and let us know of 
the names of any home-bound persons who might 
like a visit. And, if your address changes, we also 
would appreciate receiving that information. After 
office hours, you can reach Pastor Tim at 414-257-
1228 or Pastor Domnik at 715-584-5389. 
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This year, Valentine’s Day marks the beginning of 
Lent (Ash Wednesday) and Easter falls on April 
Fools’ Day. The last time they fell on these dates was 
in 1956 and it will happen again in 2029 and again in 
2040. Now you can use these facts to startle and 
amaze your friends! 
 

An even more important question than ‘when’ is 
‘what’ and ‘why.’ Lent is the 40 days between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sunday, excluding Sundays 
because every Sunday is considered a “little Easter.” 
40 is a significant number in the Bible. In the time of 
Noah, it rained for 40 days and 40 nights. In Numbers 
13:25, we read about spies exploring Israel for 40 
days. Several Jewish leaders and kings were said to 
have ruled for 40 years: Eli, Saul, David, and 
Solomon. Goliath challenged the Israelites twice a 
day for 40 days until David defeated him. Moses 
spent three consecutive periods of 40 days and 40 
nights on Mount Sinai. Elijah had to walk for 40 days 
and 40 nights before he arrived at Mount Horeb. 
Jesus fasted in the desert for 40 days. The period of 
time between the resurrection and ascension of Jesus 
was 40 days.  
 

By the latter half of the second century in the 
Common Era there was a 40-hour fast immediately 
prior to Easter. It was believed to be the period of 
time Jesus spent in the tomb before resurrection. It 
was once thought that the forty hours grew over a 
period of time to be forty days due to the waning zeal 
of the post-Apostolic church. In addition, the Easter 
Vigil service was a time for baptism and the 
extension allowed additional time for instruction. We 
cannot know exactly how long it took for Lent to 
become universally observed, but it was certainly 
widely celebrated by 334 CE when Athanasius of 
Alexandria wrote about it in his Sixth Letter.  
 

Many traditions have grown up around Lent, 
including traditions for the time just before Lent. In 
various parts of the world Shrove Tuesday or Mardi 
Gras or Carnival are celebrated. Many people in the 
US eat pancakes the day before Ash Wednesday to 
use up rich foods like eggs and dairy in anticipation 
of the 40-day fasting season. In New Orleans and Rio 
de Janeiro, as well as other places, the days before 
Ash Wednesday are set aside for wild parties before 
the solemn season begins. Of course, here in the 
Milwaukee area, we eat pazckis. 

Historically, Lent was a time of fasting and penance. 
These practices seem antithetical to the way of life of 
most Americans. Some people practice the “fast” by 
giving something up —an unnecessary food or drink 
or a habit they would like to break. Others take 
something new on, like a spiritual discipline. The 
Anglican Diocese of York in England had a program 
last Lent that they called “40 Days of Kindness.” 
People strived to go out of their way to do an act of 
kindness for others every day of Lent. 
 

The question for us becomes, “What am I going to do 
this Lent that will make my relationship with God 
better?” These 40 days are a time to try something 
new. We can all decide to do something new for that 
short period of time. If, at the end of 40 days, it is not 
working for you, you do not need to continue it. 
However, you may just find that you have developed 
a great new habit that brings meaning to your life. 
 

So, what are some of the things you might try this 
Lent. An obvious one is to “up” your prayer life. 
There are as many types of prayer as there are people. 
Try something new. If you have never tried lectio 
divina, look it up and commit to praying in that 
manner every day through Lent. Or you may pick 
several prayer forms and alternate them. You might 
try Bible study on your own. There are many great 
resources to help you. Check out our church library. 
There are many treasures there. Get involved in a 
ministry that helps other people. Perhaps you are 
already doing these things. Many people find 
journaling to be a meaningful spiritual discipline. 
 

Whatever you choose to do (or choose not to do), I 
hope and pray that this Lent will be a time of 
reflection and growth for you. When we emerge on 
the other side of Easter, may your relationship with 
our God, Father, Son and Spirit be closer and 
stronger than ever before. May God bless you in 
these coming days. 

From Pastor Tim’s Desk 



Church News 
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Our Church Family 

Recently hospitalized… 
Jack Kaufman, Phyllis Spencer 

We rejoice in the baptism of… 
Isaiah Ahmad Abedin, son of Claire Griffiths & 
Sameem Abedin, on December 3 

Coffee Hosts Needed 
A number of Sundays are available for coffee hosts in 
the next several months. If you would like to be a 
coffee host, please sign up on the coffee host sheets in 
the Fellowship Hall. If you are not able to be a host, 
but could bake or bring food for coffee hour, please 
indicate that on the sign-up sheet, or contact the coffee 
hour hosts. You may bring bakery or other food items, 
but nothing that contains nuts. Coffee is made by 
Chick and juice is provided. The coffee hosts serve the 
food and clean up after the 9:45 am service. This 
could be a family, friends or other group project. If 
there are any questions, please call Susan Freitag at 
414-463-8292. Thank you!  

Remembrance Memorials 2017 
In 2017, church members and friends of the church 
who have been remembered through memorial gifts 
and bequests to our church were: 
 Art Harvey 
 Robert Berlew 
 Lucille and Marshall Jacobs 
 Lucy Neff 
 Marian Wierman 
The Endowment Fund (f/k/a Memorial Foundation) of 
our church wishes to thank all of those persons who 
have made memorial gifts to our church in the past. 
Our endowment committee encourages people to 
consider making a memorial gift to the church in the 
future and to remember the church in their trusts or 
estates. 

Upcoming Sermon Scriptures & Sermon 
Titles 
 

Feb. 4: “Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin’ 
 1 John 3:18-24 & Matthew 7:1-5 

Feb. 11: “Transfiguration and All That Jazz” 

 Psalm 47 & Mark 9:2-9 

Feb. 18: “Keeping Our Heads Above Water” 

 Genesis 9:8-17 & Mark 1:9-15 

Feb. 25: “An Unlikely Covenant” 
 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 & Mark 8:31-38 

Mar. 4: “The Spirit & the Letter of the Law” 
 Exodus 20:1-17 & John 2:13-22 

Mar. 11: “Snakes? Really?!” 

 Numbers 21:4-9 & John 3:14-21 

Mar. 18: “Planning for God’s Preferred Future” 
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 & John 12:20-33 

Mar. 25: “What Have We Done?” 
 Mark 11:1-11, Philippians 2:5-11 &  
 Mark 14:1-15:47 

April 1: “Morning Headline: It’s Going to Be OK” 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 & John 20:1-18 

April 8: Pastor Domnik preaching 

April 15: “You Are My Witnesses” 
 1 John 3:1-7 & Luke 24:36b-48 

April 22: “A Shepherd for All” 
 Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16-24 & John 10:1-18 

April 29: “Attaching & Staying Attached” 
 Acts 8:26-40 & John 15:1-8 

May 6: “Loving & Being Loved” 
 1 John 5:1-6 & John 15:9-17 

May 13: Unity in the Family of Faith 
 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 & Luke 24:44-53 

May 20: “All Creation Groans, But Still the Spirit 
 Comes” 
 Romans 8:22-27 & John 15:26-27 

May 27: “Is There One God or Three?” 

 Isaiah 6:1-8 & Romans 8:12-17 

If you are out of town or miss church some Sunday 
and would like to hear the sermons, they will soon be 
on our church website at www.waumc.org. 

I very much appreciated the prayers and well 
wishes during my recuperation from a fall. It’s 
comforting to know I have a caring church family 
beyond family. A bonus: My kitty was allowed to 
visit. God works wonders through people like you! 
   Sincerely, 
   Carol Slaybaugh 
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Missions 

CIA Pie Sale 
Are you in need of a pie for your 
Easter celebrations? Let the CIA 
youth help you out. We will take 
care of all the prep and freezing, all 
you will have to do is bake them! 
We will have some sample pies available at fellowship 
time on February 18. You may place orders with the 
youth in fellowship hall on March 4, and March 11. 
The pies will be available for pick up on Sunday, 
March 25. The cost of a pie is $10. 
 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
It’s time for some Family Fellowship! 
All kids aged 2-8th grade are invited to 
join us on Sunday, March 18, for lunch 
and an Easter Egg Hunt! Kids will be 
grouped by ages. Kids 3rd-8th grade 
will have a scavenger hunt while 2 year 

olds-2nd grade hunt for their eggs. After worship and 
Sunday School, we will be gathering in Fellowship 
Hall for lunch while the Easter eggs are being hidden. 
After lunch, children will go explore the sanctuary 
looking for our brightly colored eggs. When our egg 
adventure is complete, we will gather together one last 
time to decorate a dessert before heading out. There is 
no cost for this event. Come join us for some family 
fellowship and a chance to explore our worship space 
in a fun way. Parents must accompany children during 
the event. Don’t forget to bring a basket or bag for 
collecting all of those Easter eggs. If you’d like to 
participate, please let Natalie know by March 11th so 
we can plan for enough food.  

 

Family Movie Night 
Bring your sleeping bag, pillow, 
and favorite stuffed animal and 
camp out in the youth room for a 
movie! We will be hosting a Family 
Movie Night on Friday, April 20, 
starting at 6pm in the west Youth Room. We will be 
showing a G-rated movie. Snacks and juice will be 
provided. Children of all ages are welcome. Youth 5th 
grade and up are invited to Sarah’s Coffee House for a 
different movie! Please RSPV to Natalie by April 15th 
so we can make sure we have enough snacks for 
everyone.  

Family Game Night 
Are you tired of the cold? Do you and your family like 
to play games? If so, come to church on Friday, 
February 9, at 6:00 for a game night hosted by the 
education committee. We will provide snacks and 
drinks! If you have a favorite game, please bring it to 
share with others. We will have some other games as 
well!  

 

News from Troop 21 
Scout Sunday 
Scout Sunday at WAUMC is Sunday, 
February 4. All Girl Scouts, Brownie 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and 
all adults who were Scouts are 
encouraged to proudly wear their 
uniforms or Scouting pins to church on 
Scout Sunday. How many of you 
moms and dads can find your Scout 
pins or sash? Additionally, Boy Scout Troop 21 will 
serve a free pancake breakfast starting immediately 
after the 8:15 am service and concluding at 12 noon. 
All church members are invited and it is FREE. This 
event is Troop 21's way of thanking the congregation 
for sponsoring Troop 21 for 95 continuous years! 

Merit Badge Clinics 

Scouts have decided to work on some unusual merit 
badges this winter. These were planned to be ones that 
Scouts in our area seldom earn. Troop 21 Scouts will 
start their work in late January on: Farm Mechanics, 
Truck Transportation or the Traffic Safety merit 
badges. 

A Busy Spring for Troop 21 Scouts 
Troop 21 has always been very active with events 
every month year-round: 
January Polar Bear backpacking winter camp 
February Cabin camping at Camp IMR and serving 
 pancakes on Scout Sunday 
March Scouting for Food – Milwaukee’s largest 
 food donation collection 
April Tent camping at Maplewood Farms 
May Tent camping in the Northern Kettle 
 Moraine State Forest and hiking the Ice 
 Age Trail. Plus serving as Color Guard at 
 the Wauwatosa Memorial Day Ceremony. 
June Summer Camp at the DNR Jag Lake Group 
 Campsite, northern Wisconsin 

Fellowship 



Church News 

Our Vision for Ministry 
In August, several of our members came together to 
talk about our vision for ministry for the next few 
years here at Wauwatosa Avenue UMC. The world is 
changing and so is the church. How can we best live 
into what it means to be the church in 21st century? 
We decided to look at three overarching areas. Our 
church is known for its work in missions. We know 
the needs in our community and the world are great. A 
task force has been organized to look at new areas in 
which we might engage. Certainly, the church is 
needed now as much as it has ever been. We are going 
to be forming a task force to study both our public 
worship and our ministry of hospitality. How do we 
welcome people and how do we join together in 
meaningful worship? We are also looking at our faith 
formation from the cradle to the grave. How are our 
people growing in their relationship with the Triune 
God? 

In order to make a meaningful plan, we need to gain 
information from you, our members and friends. 
During three weeks in March, we will be asking you 
to take part in the Congregational Assessment Tool 
from Holy Cow Consulting. This is a church 
consulting firm that has been around for a long time 
and helps churches clarify their needs and vision. The 
tool will be primarily done online, though there will 
be a paper version for those who are not computer 
savvy. The more people who do this assessment, the 
better our information will be. This is an opportunity 
for you to help guide and shape the future of the 
ministry here at Tosa Avenue. Keep watching for 
further information! 

Alert! Flamingo Migration Predicted 
As spring draws near, Wauwatosa Avenue 
will get a chance to see a migrating flock of 
pink flamingos! As cute and friendly as 
they seem, these birds have been known to 
become pesky, pink pals. They have even 
been sighted at the homes of congregation 
members without warning. Good thing we 
have our very own flamingo wrangling 
crew here at WAUMC (aka our youth)! On April 22 
and April 29 you will have the opportunity to purchase 
Flamingo Insurance which insures you that our 
wrangling crew will keep these birds away from your 
home. Our flamingo wrangling crew is monitoring the 
migration carefully and will give you bulletin updates 
as the flock moves closer. Keep on the lookout! 

ASP Stock Sale 
The youth who are attending this year’s ASP trip will 
be selling stock during the months of March and 
April. Youth will be in Fellowship Hall on March 25, 
April 8, and April 15 to sell stock. Congregation 
members will be able to purchase stock in the youth 
group at the price of $20 a share. A share of stock will 
get you a hand-written postcard from one of us while 
we are on the trip, as well as a spot at the brunch. The 
brunch will be hosted in July. At the brunch, you will 
hear a special presentation about our trip. 

 

Altar Flowers Needed 

Altar flowers add so much to our Sunday morning 
worship experience, and we are inviting you to think 
about providing flowers sometime during the coming 
year. If you haven’t noticed, there’s a new 2018 altar 
flower calendar located in Fellowship Hall (on the 
side of the refrigerator by the sink) Think about a 
person you might like to honor, a special date you 
want to observe, or a deceased loved-one you would 
like to remember by giving flowers. 

Here are the steps for supplying altar flowers: 
1. Sign your name on a particular Sunday, on the 

chart in Fellowship Hall. Write in beside your 
name, what you want printed in the bulletin 
(flowers in honor, in memory of someone, or to 
celebrate a special day). 

2. Mark that date down in your calendar so you 
won’t forget it. 

3. You make the contact to the florist giving them 
your name, credit card number, and details about 
what you want. The florist will see that the flowers 
are delivered to the church between 9am & 
noon on FRIDAY. Or you can bring them in 
during that time or before the 8:15 service on 
Sunday. The two florists we work with, who will 
make those deliveries with a $4-$5 delivery 
charge, are Alfa (414-475-7080) and The Flower 
Lady (414-259-0999). If you wish to use another 
florist, you will be responsible for seeing that the 
flowers are here by 8am on a Sunday morning. 

The typical amount for Sunday altar flowers is $40-60. 
You are welcome to bring seasonal flowers from your 
garden or a plant from home for the Sunday you 
choose to provide flowers. You can save money by 
taking your own vase to the florist. 
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Missions 

Service Opportunities - Early 2018 
Feb. 4: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Feb. 12: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Feb. 17: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Mar. 4: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Mar. 12: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Mar. 17: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Apr. 1: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Apr. 9: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Apr. 21: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Apr. 21: Prepare and serve a hot meal at 
 Summerfield UMC. Meet 3:30 p.m. 

Apr. 29: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

May 12: Postal Food Drive - Donate nonperishable 
 food by your mailbox. 

May 13: Soap Sunday - Donate toiletries for United 
 Methodist Children’s Services. 

May 14: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

May 14: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

May 19: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Soon: Donate blood at a local Blood Center, 
 www.bcw.edu. 

 

Save a life! Donate Blood! 
When you donate blood, you make a difference in 
someone’s life. Over 800 donors are needed daily to 
keep up with the needs of patients in our area. Go to 
www.bcw.edu or call 1-800-BE-A-HERO or 1-877-
232-4376 to make an appointment at one of seven (7) 
local Blood Center of Wisconsin sites. Use the same 
contacts for more information, including eligibility 
questions.  

Go Green! Get The Tower Online 
Reduce paper usage and read The 
Tower online at www.waumc.org/
AboutUs/Tower Newsletter. 
Simply email the office at 
waumc@sbcglobal.net to opt out 
of receiving a paper copy of our 
Tower newsletter (published 5-6 

times a year). A notice will go in the email 
announcements when a new Tower is published. If 
you wish to opt back in to receiving a mailed copy, let 
the office know at 414-453-0700 or send an email. 

 

Ingathering Outreach 
Outreach contributions were 
made in December 2017 to 
several organizations on behalf of 
WAUMC by the Church and 
Society Commission. These 
included contributions to the 
Tosa Community Food Pantry, 
Summerfield UMC meal 
program, Northcott Neighborhood House, United 
Methodist Children’s Services, The Gathering, St. 
Ben’s meal program - Capuchin Community Services, 
the Milwaukee Christian Center, and several others. 
Thank you for your contributions in 2017!  

 

Soda Pop Tabs for                                
Ronald McDonald House 

Since 2000, little aluminum tabs on the tops of soda 
cans have meant over $360,000 to the Ronald 
McDonald House. Revenue from recycling these little 
bits of aluminum helps provide a home away from 
home for families whose seriously ill children are 
undergoing treatment in the Milwaukee area. The 
recycling proceeds help offset operating costs, and in 
2013-14, construction of a building addition. 

We are collecting aluminum pop tabs at church. We 
have a canister for the tabs on the shelves near the 
grocery cart on the lower level. Please look for the can 
with the red lid and Ronald McDonald label. Thank 
you! 



New Youth Study 
Because some of our youth have been asking 
questions, we have decided that it is time for us, as a 
church and a youth program, to talk about the real 
issues that our youth are facing. The study we would 
like to present is entitled “These are Our Bodies: 
Talking Faith and Sexuality at Church and at Home.” 
This study will guide us through conversations based 
on gender, sexuality, and theology. We will be talking 
about sensitive issues, but issues that have already 
been raised by many youth. We would like to meet 
with parents to discuss this study more in depth and 
offer you the chance to ask questions and voice 
concerns. We will meet on Sunday, February 11, at 
11am in the Heywood Room on the first level. If you 
have questions or concerns regarding this study, 
please contact Natalie.  

 

Pastor Tim’s Book Discussion 
March 11 

Pastor Tim has chosen Home by 
Marilynne Robinson for the next 
book group selection. Robinson is 
the author of the Pulitzer prize 
winning Gilead, and Home 
features many of the same 
characters from the Iowa town of Gilead. We will 
meet at 11:00 am, following the 2nd worship service on 
March 11 in the Heywood Room. This novel is a 
brilliantly imagined retelling of the prodigal son 
parable. The Reverend Boughton's rebellious son, 
Jack, has come home after twenty years away. Artful 
and devious in his youth, now an alcoholic carrying 
two decades worth of secrets, he is perpetually at odds 
with his traditionalist father, though he remains his 
most beloved child. As Jack tries to make peace with 
his father, he begins to forge an intense bond with his 
sister Glory, herself returning home with a broken 
heart and turbulent past. Home is a luminous and 
healing book about families, family secrets, and faith 
from one of America's most beloved and acclaimed 
authors. Come and join us for some lively discussion 
of this novel by a fine American author. 

 

 

Adult Lenten Study 
We all have questions about our 
faith and what we believe. We 
will be using the 6 weeks of Lent 
to explore those questions in 
detail. We may not have a final 
answer, but we will be sure to 
provide you tools to help solidify your beliefs. Pastor 
Tim Berlew and Natalie Stumpner will be creating a 
study based on the questions that you have asked us. 
This is a six-session study that will have a day and an 
evening offering. Classes will begin on Tuesday, 
February 20th. We will be offering a 2:30pm class and 
a 7pm class. If you would like to be a part of these 
groups, please sign up in the church office. We will be 
happy to offer both groups if there are sufficient 
numbers. We need a minimum of five people to sign 
up at either/both times to offer that class at that time.  

 

Confirmation Sunday, May 6, 9:45am 
We are looking forward to confirming members of our 
eighth grade Confirmation Class on May 6. Plan to be 
with us as we affirm this step in their lives, when they 
take their vows of membership in the life of our 
church. 

 

30-Hour Famine 
The middle school and high 
school youth will be participating 
in World Vision’s 30 hour famine 
from lunch on Friday, February 
23, to supper on Saturday, 
February 24. We ask that you 
keep all those participating (youth 
and adults) in your prayers. If you 
wish to sponsor a youth 
monetarily, please see Natalie. All money raised will 
go directly to World Vision. If you want something 
fun to do, come to church on Saturday and hang out 
with some hungry, crabby, youth! We will be filling 
our 24 hours together with Bible study, discussion, 
games, videos, service opportunities, and some naps! 
This is an eye-opening experience for our youth. All 
famine information will be passed out at youth group 
on Sunday nights.  
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Christian Education 



Church News 

Check Out These Additions to                
Your Church Library 
Adult and Young Adult Books 
“The Jesus Cow” by Michael Perry, 
© 2015 — a past selection for Pastor 
Tim’s book discussion. 

“Worship on Earth as it is in 
Heaven: Exploring Worship as a 
Spiritual Discipline” by Rory 
Noland,   © 2011 

“Getting Honest with God: Praying as if God Really 
Listens” by Mark Littleton, © 2003 

“Please Stop Laughing at Me” by Jodee Blanco,          
© 2003 

“Philippians: an Expositional Commentary” by James 
Montgomery Boice, © 2000 

“Religions of America: Ferment and Faith in an Age of 
Crisis” ed. by Leo Rosten, © 2005 

“Called to the Fire: a Witness for God in Mississippi” 
by Chet Bush, © 2012 

“Option B: Facing Adversity, Building Resilience and 
Finding Joy” by Sheryl Sandberg and Adam Grant,     
© 2017 

“What is the Bible?: How an Ancient Library of 
Poems, Letters and Stories Can Transform the Way 
You Think and Feel About Everything” by Rob Bell,  
© 2011 

“Let My People Go: Bible Stories Told by a Freeman 
of Color to His Daughter” by Pat McKissack, © 1998 

Children’s Books 
“A Prayer for the Earth: the Story of Naamah, Noah’s 
Wife” by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, © 1996 

“Heart Talks with Mother God” by Bridget Meehan,   
© 1995 

“But God Remembered: Stories of Women from 
Creation to the Promised Land” by Sandy Eisenberg 
Sasso, © 1995 

“What is God?” by Etan Boritzer, © 1990 

“The Starry Night” by Neil Waldman, © 1999 

“Bye-Bye Bully!” by J.S. Jackson, © 2003 

Stop in the library and browse the selection of books, 

videos and magazines for adults and children. Feel free 
to check items out by printing your name on the card in 
the book and leaving it in the basket on the desk. In 

addition, a book cart is in the Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday mornings for browsing and checking out 
books. 

Diversity is a Blessing 
    We are richly blessed in 
Wisconsin with the gift of 
diversity. We celebrate the 
diversity of faiths, cultures, 
races, lifestyles, and a rich tapestry of geographic 
diversity. Across our Conference, we find urban centers 
and rural towns offering God’s presence to people 
whose lives are enriched and challenged by the 
dynamics of the society. 
    We gathered in Milwaukee on January 14th for the 
6th annual celebration of the life of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. During this service, we examined today’s 
world, and witnessed our stand for justice, mercy and 
truth. This year we were blessed with Bishop Melvin 
Talbert’s prophetic witness. I was deeply inspired and 
moved by the stories he shared. In 1967, Bishop 
Talbert spent three days and nights in the same jail cell 
with Dr. King; and with nonviolent witness, he was 
impacted by Kings’ legacy until today. Now is the time 
to embrace the legacy of Dr. King. 
    At this point in time, there may be no more 
important task, no more critical need, than to address 
racism and violent discrimination in all its forms. 
Without denying all the progress that has been made in 
race relations in our recent history, it is imperative that 
we honestly and accurately identify the forms of bias, 
bigotry and prejudice that lead to hostility, violence, 
and institutionalized injustice. 
    Our culture and world needs to understand “Black 
Lives Matter;” and our actions speak much more loudly 
than our words. We must make our neighborhoods, 
communities, and cities safe for black men and women, 
young and old. We must meet this challenge on many 
fronts. In our churches, we must pray; and we must 
educate; and we must get involved. I want to challenge 
all of the predominantly white churches in our 
Wisconsin Conference to study together such books as 
Blindspot, Another Day in the Death of America, Fear 
of the Other, or Stamped from the Beginning — or any 
of dozens of the studies of racism and the current 
trends of unjust violence against minorities, especially 
blacks, in our country and world. 
    I will continue to call us to pray for an end to racial 
discrimination and violence. I also challenge all of our 
clergy and laity leaders to build relationships with 
social and community agencies and causes fighting 
against racism and racial division. We need more 
opportunities to meet together, to talk together, and to 
work together to make a difference. 
Grace and Peace, 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
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Easter Flowers 
Easter lilies, daffodils, tulips, and hyacinths may be purchased for use in the Sanctuary and Chapel 
on Easter and can be taken home after the last service. There will be a bulletin insert on Easter 
Sunday giving the dedication for the flowers. The flowers are $11.00 each this year. Orders will be 
taken until March 19. Make checks out to WAUMC. 
  

I would like to order : 
  EASTER LILY PLANT(S) at $11.00 each 
  DAFFODIL PLANT(S) at $11.00 each 
  HYACINTH PLANT(S) at $11.00 each 
  TULIP PLANT(S) at $11.00 each 

 

Please dedicate my gift as follows: 
In memory of: 
              
              
 

In honor of: 
              
              
 

  I will pick up my plant(s) following the 9:45 Easter Worship Service. 
 

  I will leave my plant(s) for the church to distribute or use for another service. 
 

Your name(s) as you want noted in the dedication listing:  
              
 

Phone       Email          


