
General Conference Focus Group Themes 
Consolidated Feedback 

 73 participants (80 including facilitators and scribes) 
 

Theme One-Negative reaction to the General Conference Vote/Support for 
inclusion 
 
Over 60 comments-representative comments include: 
 
I am interested in what the Judicial Council has to say.  I was disappointed in the 
vote.  Our young people want more inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community.  Young 
people are our future. I like the One Church Plan-it lets churches be who they 
are. 
 
We are ALL God’s children! 
 
I’m a lifelong United Methodist (have ministers in my family), but will not – cannot 
– support Traditional Plan. 
 
What happened to the idea of, “All God’s Children”? 
 
We are on the wrong side of history – like when the Bible was used to condone 
slavery. 
 
Very disappointed.  I have two family members who would be excluded.  What 
should I say to them? 
 
Disappointed and surprised.  (the decision of SGC) Is bad for the church. 
 
I joined WAUMC because of the    ”open doors, open minds, open hearts” 
message and feel that all should be included in that. Rules can be changed, and 
this rule should be changed. If it is not, I may leave 
 
 
People choose a church that “feels right” and WAUMC has gained members 
because of the energy and welcome that people feel when they attend 
 
How can we be Christians & not accept those who are LGBTQ & want to worship 
& become leaders in our faith community? 
 
Everyone should have the opportunity to be a member of the UMC and able to 
be a leader. 
 
 
One confirmand said he/she wouldn’t join an exclusive church. 
 



 
Theme Two-Differences of opinion and confusion in families/across 
generations/across cultures/across issues 
 
19 comments-representative comments include: 
 
In the UCC church I grew up in this was a non-issue.  I have some very 
traditional family members.  They quote the Bible in their rejection of 
homosexuality.  Especially Leviticus which says that homosexuality is an 
abomination.  I like that the UMC is a global church.  UMCOR does great work all 
over the world.  Some people “cherry-pick” verses to support their beliefs. 
 
This issue seems to have generational components and underlying issues. 
 
There are good people on both sides of this issue. 
 
Impact of the African block of votes. In many African countries, the societal 
norms are very different than in more developed areas of the world. 
Homosexuality is punishable by death in some African countries. Also the 
relationship between the government in charge and the church is tenuous. 
African bishops find it politically expedient to vote as a block, and to avoid open 
conflict with the governing body, sometimes even as a matter pf personal safety. 
 
 
There are differing opinions regarding whether homosexuality is biologically 
predetermined, or a choice. 
 
There is a conflict: Inclusive individual congregations vs. an Exclusive 
denomination.  The result, therefore, is not the “United” Methodist Church, but a 
church divided because of a single issue. 
 
I like that the UMC is global.  However, I’m struggling with issues of culture. 
 
I am torn. I believe that marriage is between a man and a woman. However, my 
daughter is married to a woman-I don’t want her treated like a second-class 
citizen 
 
I am on the conservative side.  I love our church and the people in it. I am OK 
with the Traditional Plan in its restrictions on gay clergy and same sex marriage. I 
personally accept all people so I am OK whatever our church decides. I would 
like to stay under the UMC umbrella 
 
 
Theme Three-WAUMC/Denomination should take action soon 
 
17 comments-representative comments include: 



 
We should start working on an exit strategy.  One of my family members left a 
church when it became a reconciling church. I joined the UMC because of its 
inclusiveness. Don’t treat anyone as “less than” 
 
I would like to see our church investigate becoming a reconciling church 
 
 Are we trying to save a denomination or are we here to proclaim Jesus Christ? 
We are too institution-heavy!  We need to simplify! 
 
Feels like we’re sitting back and just waiting for other side’s response. 
 
This is maybe an opportunity for our church’s – WAUMC – rebirth! 
 
 
A desire to stay together as the United Methodist Church was expressed, 
however some feel a split is inevitable 
 
We need to divide into US, African (Korean?) divisions due to differences in 
social/societal norms, if necessary to unify us in the U.S. 
 
As a congregation, we should continue to pray for the United Methodist 
denomination 
 
We need to keep our local church in our prayers every day. 
 
Theme Four-The world/our community is changing  
 
7 comments-representative comments include: 
 
We are a bureaucracy.  The world is changing rapidly.  We are not nimble 
 
We are moving too fast in the world-that is a problem. When I grew up life was 
pure and simple. I came from traditional family-I have traditional values. I have 
met and worked with many different kinds of people through my experiences in 
the military, my own business, committees, etc.  I accept others but I also expect 
them to accept me. 
When an authority figure expounds on what to believe from their “bully pulpit”-
that is going too far. I don’t own a smartphone-I have no desire to be in touch 
with the world every day. The internet is contributing to the madness. 
 
Look at WAUMC physical location and our target audiences as identified in our 
strategic plan, as well as our church’s proximity to apartments and condos that 
are rented and owned predominantly by younger people many of whom are un-
churched 
 



With time, we (United Methodists, and other churches) have changed views 
about divorce, marriage outside your religion, birth control, etc. Is it possible that 
this too shall pass? 
 
Some time ago there was a Methodist/Methodist Episcopal split. 
 
Theme Five-Implications of changes at WAUMC and beyond 
 
14 comments-representative comments include: 
 
Troop 21/our Boy Scout troop, has 63 boys.  If things are going to change with 
our church, we need to give the Boy Scouts a heads up. This has been a huge 
youth group and outreach from our church for 97 years.  Most of the boys do not 
attend this church.  They have done great work in championing the “differently 
abled” 
 
Separating/rebirth option is exciting, but losing our facility could be devastating. 
 
Loss of larger congregations and UMCOR dollars could hurt Africa and other 
charitable outreach needs. 
 
No matter what happens, Wauwatosa Avenue UMC stands to lose some 
members 
 
There will be a vote at WAUMC.  We need to respect those who disagree with 
the congregation’s decision. 
 
WAUMC has always been known for being open to all (ex.:  “Our Doors are 
Always Open” as one of UMC’s tag lines 
 
I don’t want an outsider to come into this congregation and tell us we’re bad. 
 
If I were a visitor and saw discord, I’d be unhappy. 
 
Theme Six- Homosexuality is condemned in the Bible 
 
5 comments-all included 
 
1 Corinthians Ch.6 was quoted. 
 
I have some very traditional family members.  They quote the Bible in their 
rejection of homosexuality.  Especially Leviticus which says that homosexuality is 
an abomination (this comment is also noted under Theme Two) 
 
The Traditional Plan seems to come from a literal interpretation of the Bible 
 



I’m wrestling with homosexuality as a sin.  What if my grandchild turns out to be 
homosexual?  Love the sinner, not the sin? 
 
There are still strong feelings against homosexuality in our community. A friend’s 
grandmother told her teenage granddaughter that she would prefer she told her 
she was pregnant rather than gay 
 
Theme Seven-What did Jesus say? 
 
6 comments-all included 
 
If we are to follow Jesus’s example, would we not welcome the outsider and 
outcast? 
 
Jesus’s only comment on marriage as between a man and a woman occurs in a 
discussion about divorce. 
 
Terrible decision; doesn’t follow the teachings of Jesus 
 
Can’t imagine Christ saying you’re not welcome. 
 
Jesus (and the Bible) says, “Love thy neighbor.” 
 
Christ befriended those who were ostracized by others (e.g., tax collectors, 
prostitutes) 
 
Theme Eight-Keep the lines of communication open 
 
26 comments-representative comments included: 
 
Suggest Holy Cow (confidential, third-party) be hired to conduct congregation 
survey (online, phone and in-person) to reach as many members of all ages as 
possible) to take the congregation’s pulse on specific options for WAUMC. 
 
Communications going forward: continue to mention in services, provide update 
in Tower newsletter and weekly bulletin (dedicated insert if needed) and emails 
 
Setup a tab/web page for this issue on WAUMC.org to house printed materials 
(e.g., focus group “minutes”), links to background information, share helpful audio 
materials and videos. 
 
Invest in direct mail when there are major decisions to share at all levels; 
highlight topic on envelope to encourage recipients to open and read. 
 
Compile a summary of all focus group comments. Create a Q&A document. Post 
on the WAUMC.org web page for this issue. 



 
 
Come back together periodically, so we can converse and register our opinions. 
 
Look at the Adam Hamilton video.  (It’s long.) 
 
Suggest after Judicial Council hearings that Pastor Tim hold informative 
session(s) separate from services 
 
We should continue to ask for questions and feedback. 
 


