
Gathering As Friends... Growing in Faith… Sharing God’s Love 

June 2019 

Garden Celebration Sunday June 9 
There is nothing quite like the 
beauty of a garden. Formal gardens 
have a definite design. English 
cottage gardens are a little more 
random. Here at Wauwatosa 
Avenue UMC we are blessed with 
beautiful green spaces. From the 
Memorial Garden on the back side 
of the church to the beds in our 
newly completed courtyard, we 
have an awesome array of plantings. Members of our 
church lovingly attend to these gardens and beds. On 
June 9, we will celebrate the beauty of God’s good 
creation in our worship services. Vanessa Mueller 
will be using the children’s book, A Walk through the 
Woods, for the Children’s Time. It is about stopping 
to admire all God’s blessings. How fortunate we are 
to live in such a verdant place as southeast 
Wisconsin! 

 

Capital Campaign Catch Up 
Our five-year capital campaign ended December 31. 
The campaign provided for much-needed 
improvements on our church properties. We took 
down the parking structure and an old house and 
replaced them with the current parking lot. We tuck-
pointed the entire church structure. Improvements 
and repairs were made to the organ. New windows 
were put in the parsonage. A capital fund was 
established to help attend to major projects and needs 
as they come along. As always happens with a long 
campaign, some people leave our church, leave town, 
or leave this earth. Additionally, some people are not 
able to complete their pledge or forget that they have 
not completed it. If you are not sure whether you 
completed your intended giving, you may give Jodie 
or Jackie a call at the church office (414.453.0700). 
Good stewardship practice would suggest we pay off 
the loan now so we do not incur unnecessary interest 
costs. Thank you for all you have done to make our 
properties a fitting place from which to do mission! 

Hawley School Celebration Sunday 
Please plan on being in worship on June 23 to 
celebrate the end of our first year in partnership with 
a 5K class at Hawley Road Environmental School!  
We have had a great year! Since September of 2018, 
we have provided: 
 Classroom supplies 
 Christmas gifts 
 An online literacy resource for the whole school 
 Valentine’s Day books 
 17 volunteers who work Monday-Thursday with 

students who struggle in reading and math 
On June 23, we will recognize the volunteers who 
have been working with the students and celebrate 
the progress these wonderful children have made. 
The volunteers will be hosting a coffee hour after 
both services and we will be collecting a free-will 
donation to help with expenses for next year. We 
would like to expand our program for the next school 
year so please contact Wendy Kamerling at 
wendy@wendykamerling.com if you would like to 
become a volunteer in the fall! 

 

Easy Ways to Give 
During the summer months many of us travel — 
especially on weekends. The ministry of the church 
and our financial obligations continue, however. We 
have several options for giving in addition to 
dropping money in the offering plate on Sunday 
mornings. Many have used EFT (Electronic Funds 
Transfer) for a long time. That can be set up by 
contacting the church office (414.453.0700) to 
receive the necessary form. It is also possible to give 
via SMS text. The number for our church through 
Vanco’s secure system is 414.622.1804. It is also 
possible to give through an app. Go to your app store 
and search for “Give+”. Once you download, you can 
search for Wauwatosa Avenue UMC and create an 
account. Our members and friends have supported 
impressive ministry for many years. These are tools 
to make that support easier. Thank you for all you do! 



Wauwatosa Avenue 
United Methodist Church 

1529 Wauwatosa Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

Phone (414) 453-0700  Fax (414) 453-0702 
www.waumc.org  waumc@sbcglobal.net 

 

Sunday Schedule 
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship - Chapel 
9:45 a.m Blended Worship - Sanctuary 
9:15 & 10:45 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School - Children & Youth 

 

Church Staff and Office Hours 
 

Tim Berlew 
Pastor 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-2:30 
 
 

Domnik Israel 
Pastor of Visitation 

Tuesday & Thursday  9:30-2:00 
 

Tina Itson 
Deacon 

 

Natalie Albrecht 
Director of Christian Education 
Monday - Thursday  9:00-4:00 

 

Jodie Hunt 
Church Administrator 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-4:30 
 

Jackie Onan 
Financial Secretary 

Monday  9:00-2:00; Thursday  9:00-12:00 
 

Martha Aslakson 
Organist (9:45 service) & Tower Bells Director 

 

Janet Smith 
Pianist (8:15 service) 

 

Kaylee Piatt 
Adult Choir Director 

Praise Ensemble Director & Accompanist 
 

Jill Lorber 
Cherub & Troubadour Choirs Director 

 

Elizabeth Hessner 
Nursery Supervisor 

 

Sue Koenigs 
Children & Youth Accompanist 

 

Chick Zaffiro 
Maintenance/Security 

 

Marie Rider 
Printer/Custodian 

2019 
Tower Deadlines 

 
 
 
 

August 6 - September (Fall Start Up) 
 

October 8 - November (All Saints/Thanksgiving) 
 
Please place your articles in the Tower folder in 
the church office across from Jodie Hunt’s office 
or email to waumc@sbcglobal.net by the above 
dates. 

We’ll pray for you! 
Our church prayer chain 
welcomes any prayer requests 
you would like to forward to us. 

You may drop your written 
prayer concern in the collection 
plate on Sunday morning, or  

call or email it to: Penny McCanles at 414-453-
5337, pmccanles040@gmail.com; or Jodie Hunt at 
414-453-0700, waumc@sbcglobal.net. 
The requests are emailed each Monday to those 
who have agreed to pray for those who need our 
help. If you would like to join the prayer chain, 
please contact Penny McCanles at the above email 
address. 
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Feel Free to Contact Your Pastor 
There are times when people are hospitalized, or 
have personal concerns or a crisis, and the pastoral 
staff would like to be supportive. If you or someone 
you know, goes to the hospital, or needs our care, 
please feel free to call the church and let us know. 
Also, contact the church office and let us know of 
the names of any home-bound persons who might 
like a visit. And, if your address changes, we also 
would appreciate receiving that information. After 
office hours, you can reach Pastor Tim at 414-257-
1228 or Pastor Domnik at 715-584-5389. 
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We are in anxious times as a United Methodist 
denomination. They are so difficult that the theme for 
this year’s Annual Conference is “In the Desert,” 
though that theme is not printed on any of the 
conference materials. It has been an anxious time for 
me as well. I have spent 37 years of my professional 
life in ministry in the United Methodist Church   15 
of those years as a pastor.  

The decisions made at the specially-called General 
Conference in February point to a complete 
breakdown in our ability to be the church together. 
The denomination into which I was baptized basically 
no longer exists.  

As I reflected on this, I realized that our congregation 
at Wauwatosa Avenue UMC has been a part of three 
different denominations in its history. 
 The Church incorporated as part of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church in 1848. 
 In 1939, the church joined a new denomination, 

The Methodist Church, which was formed by a 
merger of three denominations. 
 In 1968, the Methodist Church merged with the 

Evangelical United Brethren to form the United 
Methodist Church. At that time, our name 
changed from First Methodist Church to 
Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist Church. 

While Methodism has roots going back to the 18th 
century, the United Methodist denomination is a mere 
51 years old. We are in the midst of enormous 
change, but we have been here before. As we read the 
history of the United Methodist Church, it is easy for 
us to think the denominational changes were easy. 
After all, they are just a few paragraphs in a book. 
Those changes were as difficult and unsettling as 
what we are seeing today. 

Why did I say the United Methodist Church in which 
I grew up no longer exists? The church has been 
arguing over issues of sexual orientation and gender 
identity since at least 1972 when the first language 
designed to exclude the LGBTQ+ community was 
introduced into the Book of Discipline. It has been 
argued, but not completely settled – until now. What 
was different with this special General Conference 
that was so decisive? Following the vote for the 
Traditional Plan, there was all sorts of furious 
activity. Groups have been formed to explore schism 
and starting one or more new denominations that 
welcome all people. The centrists, led by Rev. Adam 

Hamilton among others, have mobilized to fight the 
outcomes of this Traditional Plan. Some individuals 
have terminated their membership in the United 
Methodist Church. Some congregations are studying 
the possibility of disaffiliation with the denomination. 
The activity to separate has reached fever pitch.  

The question for many of us is, “What does this mean 
for Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist Church?” 
Immediately following the General Conference, some 
congregational leaders met to ponder the 
consequences of the decisions made at the conference 
and to articulate the beginnings of a plan for where 
we go from here. The focus groups, which included 
input from 74 of our members and friends, were an 
immediate outcome. We learned a lot about who we 
want to be as the church of Jesus Christ. There is a 
deep desire to offer welcome and hospitality to all. 

Tosa Avenue UMC has a long history of engaging in 
mission and ministry with the local community and 
the world. You have fed countless numbers of hungry 
people in our community and the world. You have 
built homes through our partnership with Habitat for 
Humanity. You have improved people’s homes and 
lives through participation in the Appalachia Service 
Project. You have helped children have better lives 
through building a library for United Methodist 
Children’s Services and the adoption of a 
kindergarten classroom at Hawley Environmental 
School. You provided an education for a young man 
at Africa University. The list goes on and on. We are 
needed in the world. 

Our future is, in many ways, uncertain, but there are a 
few things I know about the future of this 
congregation. We are going to engage with our 
community and the world to do impactful, 
transformational ministry. We are going to continue 
to meet together to worship a God who loves us more 
than we can ask or imagine. We are going to grow in 
our faith and understanding of what it means to be a 
child of God. And, of course, true to our tradition, we 
will share meals and coffee hours together. 

What are the likely changes? It is hard to say. We are 
going to continue to be who we are as a church. That 
may include great structural change in our 
denomination and we may have a new name — just 
like the last three times! In scripture, we often hear 
the words, “Fear not.” We are going to get through 
this together. 

From Pastor Tim’s Desk 



Church News 
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Our Church Family 
We rejoice in the baptism of… 
Everly Myles Williams daughter of 
Sam & Kendra and granddaughter of 
Jeff & Luann Williams on May 12 

Recently hospitalized… Jean 

Davidson, Ken Freitag, Linda Snyder 

Welcome to... 
Our confirmands who formally joined the church on 
May 5: 

Ronny DuPuis  Connor Neikirk 
George Hoyt  Kendall Rodin 
Jimmy Justham  Bethany Vollmers 
Victoria Konkol 

Bishop Jung’s Interfaith Retreat & Bus Tour 
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Conference Commission 
on Christian Unity and Interreligious Relationships, 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung invites you to join him for an 
Interfaith Retreat and Bus Tour in Madison, WI on 
July 12–13, 2019. Learn about our neighboring 
religious communities, exploring how they can 
strengthen our social witness and deepen our spiritual 
lives. The theme will be “What gifts do we have for 
each other?” On Friday afternoon share in discussions 
with a Buddhist priest, a Catholic scholar of religions, 
a Muslim scholar, a Rabbi, and our Bishop. On Friday 
evening, small groups will car pool to either a 
Buddhist meditation group, an Eastern Orthodox 
Church for vespers, or a synagogue for a Shabbat 
service. On Saturday morning these groups will report 
back to the whole group and will board a bus for the 
Deer Park Buddhist Center, the AHA Shiva Vishnu 
Temple, the Islamic Center of Madison, and 
Middleton’s Gurudwara Sahib (Sikh Temple). The 
tour will end with prayers at Bethany United 
Methodist Church in Madison. You may register at 
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/index.php?
eventid=401564&. 

 
 

WAUMC’s 2018 Mission Giving 
UMCOR Sunday (One Great Hour)  $  3,887 
Human Relations Day           260 
Native American Sunday          237 
Peace With Justice Sunday          590 
World Communion Sunday          375 
UM Student Day           313 
Golden Cross Sunday        1,144 
Zambia Agriculture Project          700 
Paul Webster, Missionary Support      2,500 
CWS Blankets & Tools          304 
Red Bird Mission, Kentucky          200 
U.S. Disaster Response          880 
International Disaster Response         400 
UMCOR              10 
Strength for Service           233 
Northcott Neighborhood House      1,008 
UM Children’s Services       1,260 
Trobby Kandala Scholarship to Africa Univ.     6,295 
UMCOR Water & Sanitation          455 
Mother/Child Survival          700 

      $21,751 

Upcoming Sermon Scriptures & Sermon Titles 

June 2 “Unity When We Cannot Agree” 
 Acts 16:16-34; John 17:20-26 

June 9 “Be Not Afraid! Be Bold!” 
 Acts 2:1-21; Rom. 8:14-17; John 14:8-27 

June 16 “Peace in the Midst of Chaos” 
 Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

June 23 “When It All Gets to Be Too Much” 
 1 King 19:1-15; Luke 8:26-39 

June 30 “What Are We Supposed to Do Now?” 
 2 King 2:1-2, 6-14; Luke 9:51-62 

July 7 “Just What Does It Take?” 
 Galatians 6:7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 14 “The Importance of a Plumb Line” 
 Amos 7:7-17; Luke 10:25-37 

July 21 TBA (Pastor Tim gone) 

July 28 “Absolutely Shocking!” 

 Hosea 1:2-10; Colossians 2:6-19 

Aug. 4 “Losing Sight of What Is Important” 
 Hosea 11:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 

Aug. 11 TBA (Pastor Tim gone) 

Aug. 18 “Harsh Words from God” 
 Isaiah 5:1-7; Luke 12:49-56 

Aug. 25 “God Knows Our Need” 
 Jeremiah 1:4-10; Luke 13:10-17 

If you are out of town or miss church some Sunday 
and would like to hear the sermons, they are on our 
church website at www.waumc.org. 
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Christian Education 

It’s Time for Summer Sunday School! 
Summer is almost here. Our 
Summer Sunday School program 
will start on Sunday, June 2. 
During the summer months, we 
will meet as Sunday school 
classes on June 2, June 30 for 

VBS wrap up, July 14, and August 4. Children will 
continue to be dismissed to Sunday School right after 
children’s moment in the 9:45 worship service on 
these Sunday morning dates. Our youngest children, 
3k-5k, will meet in the Preschool room. There is also 
a special summer class for our 1st-4th grade classes. 
Children in grades 1st-4th grade are welcome to 
gather as a large group class on Sunday mornings in 
the 2nd-3rd grade classroom. *There will be no 
summer program for our tweens group (grades 5, 6, 
and 7). Tweens are welcome to worship with their 
families on Sunday mornings or act as helpers in the 
preschool classroom. Please see Natalie for a very 
quick training session if you have a tween interested 
in helping. Teachers are a vital part of the summer 
program and will be needed for ALL classes. We are 
asking each family to consider leading a class once 
during the summer months. Sign-up can be found 
online at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0944aaa823a6f85-springsummer. If you have 
any questions about our summer program, please feel 
free to contact Natalie via email at 
nataliestumpner@sbcglobal.net or by phone at 414-
453-0700. We will resume our weekly meetings on 
Sunday, September 8! 
 

Vacation Bible School — Save the Date! 
At the Everywhere Fun Fair VBS, 
our students will enjoy an 
interactive, energizing, Bible-
based good time as they discover 
who their neighbors are and how 
we can be better neighbors. Join 
us from 5:30-7:45pm on Thursday 
& Friday, June 27 & 28, and from 

9:00-11:30am on Saturday, June 29. Join us on 
Sunday at our 9:45 worship service for a wrap up 
during children’s time! Please use the online sign up 
to register: https://tinyurl.com/yyqbyns7 or online at 
www.waumc.org under the upcoming events! 

 

VBS Helpers Needed 
We need some helpers to lead this year’s Vacation 
Bible School. If you love acting, storytelling, science, 
games or snacks, we would love to see you at VBS! 
We meet on Thursday and Friday, June 27 and 28 
from 5:30-7:45pm and from 9-11:30am on Saturday, 
June 29. We need an assembly leader, a Bible story 
teller, a science leader, a game leader, and a snack 
server. If you are at all interested, please see Natalie. 

 

Pastor’s Book Discussion 
On June 2, following the 9:45 am 
worship service, we will meet in the 
Heywood Room to discuss Little 
Faith by Nickolas Butler. Amazon 
describes this book as follows: 

Lyle Hovde is at the onset of his golden years, 
living a mostly content life in rural Wisconsin 
with his wife, Peg, daughter, Shiloh, and six-
year-old grandson, Isaac. After a troubled 
adolescence and subsequent estrangement 
from her parents, Shiloh has finally come 
home. But while Lyle is thrilled to have his 
whole family reunited, he’s also uneasy: in 
Shiloh’s absence, she has become deeply 
involved with an extremist church, and the 
devout pastor courting her is convinced Isaac 
has the spiritual ability to heal the sick. 

While reckoning with his own faith — or lack 
thereof — Lyle soon finds himself torn 
between his unease about the church and his 
desire to keep his daughter and grandson in 
his life. But when the church’s radical belief 
system threatens Isaac’s safety, Lyle is forced 
to make a decision from which the family may 
not recover. 

Set over the course of one year and beautifully 
evoking the change of seasons, Little Faith is a 
powerful and deeply affecting intergenerational novel 
about family and community, the ways in which belief 
is both formed and shaken, and the lengths we go to 
protect our own. 



Church News Fellowship 

Check Out These Additions to Your 
Church Library  
The church library has some great 
childrens and youth books to 
share. There are board books, 
picture books, early readers and 
bedtime stories for the younger 
ones and fiction and non-fiction 
books for youth. Stop in after 
worship or check out the book truck in fellowship hall 
after the late service. It’s convenient when you need a 
book but don’t have time to stop at the neighborhood 
library to keep up with summer reading. If you’re 
doing some spring cleaning and find a few of our 
books, please return them to the basket in church 
library. 

Newly Acquired: 
+/Coo Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney 
+/Dep The Clown of God by Tomie DePaola 
305/Mcg The Mission-Minded Guide to Church and 
 School Partnerships by Jake McGlothin 
365/Bra Mandela: My Prisoner, My Friend 

 

We Need Your Help! 
Do you love the youth program here at Wauwatosa 
Avenue United Methodist Church? Do you want to 
see it continue into our future? Then we need your 
help. We are looking for 1-2 adult volunteers who 
might be willing to take on the leadership of our youth 
program. If you, or someone you know, might be 
interested in this position, please see Natalie Albrecht 
for a job description and any questions you may have. 
We will work with you to schedule programming. 
Leadership must be in place by mid-August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer CIA & GANG Schedule 
For the summer, youth groups will be meeting only 
once a month. We will continue to meet from 6:30-
8:00pm in Sarah’s Coffee House. Please mark your 
calendars for June 2, July 14, and August 4. July 14 
will be water games if weather permits. Please dress 
accordingly. We will begin our weekly meetings on 
Sunday, September 8, at 6:30pm if we have 
leadership. Please see Natalie, Dave or Tess if you 
have any questions. 

News from Troop 21 
Youth Membership 
During March, 19 ten-year-old boys 
joined Troop 21 bringing our total youth 
membership up to 70! There is 
subsequently lots of energy and noise at 
Troop meetings. 

Eagle Scout #183 Awarded 
Peter Keepman recently earned the 183rd Eagle Scout 
award from Troop 21. Peter is the son of Lynn and Jon 
Keepman of Wauwatosa. Peter is a Junior at 
Marquette High School. Peter’s Eagle Project was the 
remodeling of much of the landscape, Purple Martin 
bird houses, and stonework of the Catholic Marion 
Shrine on 68th Street, south of Bluemound Road. 

Camping in April 
Who would have imagined that in the fourth week of 
April we would experience unusual low temperatures 
with snow most of Saturday? Troop 21 needed to 
delay our first tent campout of the season to a week 
later due to cold and snow. We were then out in tents 
May 3-5 and the weather was vastly improved. 32 
scouts plus 7 adults enjoyed the outdoors with a sunny 
pleasant day. Lots of scouting work was accomplished 
including many new scout members earning their 
scout ranks. 

Future Campouts & Hike 
Troop 21 will be tent camping in the Southern Kettle 
Moraine State Forest May 17-19 and hiking on the Ice 
Age Trail. This event will satisfy the scouts’ map and 
compass requirements as scouts will use topographical 
maps and magnetic compasses to ensure they are 
hiking the correct direction on the trail. Then on    
June 20-23, Troop 21 will be fishing and camping in 
northern Wisconsin near Boulder Junction. Hopefully 
many will earn the Fishing Merit Badge. Our summer 
camp is July 13-20, again at the Jag Lake 
campground. 
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Missions 

Service Opportunities - Summer 2019 
June 2: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

June. 10: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

June 15: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

June 30: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

July 8: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

July 20: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Aug. 4: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Aug. 12: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Aug. 17: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

 Prepare and serve a hot meal at 
 Summerfield UMC. Meet at 3:15 pm. 

Soon: Donate blood at a local Blood Center, 
 www.versiti.org/wisconsin. 

A big thank you to the Mary of Magdala congregation 
for providing cookies & fruit with us for the peanut 
butter & jelly bag lunches we make for The Gathering 
Agency. 

Go Green! Get The Tower Online 
Reduce paper usage and read The Tower online at 
www.waumc.org/Resources/The Tower Newsletter. 
Simply email the office at waumc@sbcglobal.net to 
opt out of receiving a paper copy of our Tower 
newsletter (published 5 - 6 times a year). A notice will 
go in the weekly email announcements when a new 
Tower is published. If you wish to opt back in to 
receiving a mailed copy, call the office at 414-453-
0700 or email waumc@sbcglobal.net. 

Ingathering for Father’s Day 
Please help feed our neighbors by bringing canned 
goods — especially protein or meals, breakfast cereal, 
canned fruits and vegetables, baby food, etc. to 
church. Put your nonperishable, good-condition food 
gifts in the Ingathering grocery cart at the bottom of 
the central stairs, and we will take the food to the 
Wauwatosa Food Pantry at St. Bernard’s. Gifts in the 
offering plate marked for Ingathering will go to The 
Hunger Task Force or local pantries and meal 
programs. Thank you! 

Breakthrough Prayer Initiative 
Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,  
unuttered or expressed,  
the motion of a hidden fire  
that trembles in the breast. 

O Thou, by whom we come to God,  
the Life, the Truth, the Way: 
the path of prayer thyself hast trod;  
Lord, teach us how to pray! 

The words of this hymn tell us that prayer is a natural 
thing that comes from the depths of our soul. At the 
same time, we need some help to make our prayer life 
rich and full. On May 19, we kicked off a 
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative in our congregation. 
Hopefully, you have received a copy of our threshold 
prayer already. This prayer calls on the Holy Spirit to 
move and work within us individually and as a 
congregation to show us what God wants to do among 
us next. It is a prayer that asks for transformation in 
the life of the church and its people so that we can 
move forward into God’s preferred future for us. 

We want to pray this prayer together daily. The 
church’s phone number is 414-453-0700. We took the 
last four digits as our inspiration and we invite 
everyone to pray our 0700 Prayer at either 7 am or 7 
pm (or both!). We believe that prayer makes a 
difference and changes things. Because of that, we 
have white boards in the Sanctuary, the Chapel, 
Fellowship Hall and in some of our hallways to record 
and celebrate answered prayer. Please join us in 
praying this prayer and celebrate the many ways God 
is working in our midst. 

0700 Prayer 
Dear God, pour out Youth Holy Spirit on our lives, 
our church, and our community. Establish Wauwatosa 
Avenue United Methodist Church as a beacon of your 
love and power in our community and in the world. 
Help us to discern where Your Spirit is leading so we 
can be the church You have called us to be. Transform 
us so that we, in turn, can transform the world. Break 
down any barriers that hold us back from Your 
intended future for our church. Fill us with Youth 
faith, courage and strength in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Strength for Service May 26 
Our church is one of many across the nation that supports Strength for Service, a devotional book 
written for those in the service of others. More than 460,000 copies of this life-changing book have 
already been distributed to service persons overseas, but hundreds of thousands more are needed for 
those currently serving stateside and abroad. After publishing more than 460,000 copies, the Strength 
for Service team introduced a second volume, Strength for Service to God and Community, a book 
written for professionals and volunteers who serve as first responders. We often forget that after 
families and friends of victims have been rescued, comforted or consoled, it is often our first 
responders who need emotional and spiritual support. Strength for Service to God and Community 
provides spiritual encouragement and emotional strength for police officers, firefighters, emergency 
medical technicians and all those who are engaged in the service of others in time of greatest need. By 
participating in this special Sunday, we will be helping to distribute Strength for Service to God and 
Community to those who work tirelessly to keep us all safe. If you would like to make a donation for 
these books, you will be given the opportunity on May 26. $7 covers the cost of one book. Please 
make checks payable to WAUMC and identify “Strength for Service” on your check. 


