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All Saints Sunday 
We, as Christians, celebrate life. We are born into 
this world and we grow up to experience this life with 
all its ups and downs. We connect with one another 
in families and communities. Part of one of the 
prayers in the Graveside Service reads, “For all that 
[this person] has given us to make us what we are, for 
that of him/her which lives and grows in each of us, 
and for his/her life that in your love will never end, 
we give you thanks.” On All Saints’ Sunday, which 
we will celebrate on November 4 at both services, we 
will have a time of remembrance for all who have 
died since our last All Saints’ celebration. We will 
celebrate those lives which have touched us and 
formed us. We will light candles signifying the light 
these people were for us. 

 

Church Conference 2018 
The United Methodist Church if nothing is not 
structured. Every year we have an annual meeting 
known as a Church or Charge Conference. We 
choose the Church Conference model because all 
professing members of Wauwatosa Avenue UMC get 
a vote. The Charge Conference model only allows 
Church Council members to vote. Our Church 
Conference will be December 9 at 6:00 pm. Our 
new District Superintendent, Forrest Wells, will 
preside. At the conference we celebrate the past year 
in ministry, look at our goals for the next year, 
receive reports from a number of committees, and 
vote on our church lay leadership. All are invited to 
join us. 

 

Children’s Christmas Musical—          
Save the Date 
We are once again looking forward to the children 
and young people of our church sharing their talents 
with us on December 16 at the 9:45am service. This 
year’s musical offering will be “Once Upon a Night.” 
Our children’s choirs are beginning their rehearsals. 

If your son or daughter would like to be in the 
musical, please make sure they are attending Sunday 
afternoon choir rehearsals ASAP. Children’s choirs 
now meet on Sunday from 11:00-11:45am on the 3rd 
floor! 

 

Giving Options 
Most of us grew up dropping an envelope or loose 
cash into a plate during the worship service. Many 
people no longer carry cash or a check book with 
them. We have had the option of Electronic Funds 
Transfer (EFT) for some time now. As a matter of 
hospitality, in order to make giving easier for people, 
we now have the options of giving through our 
website, via text message or via smartphone app. Of 
course, the traditional way will always be an option. 
In order to access these new ways of giving, please 
follow these instructions: 

 To give through the website at www.waumc.org, 
there is a pulldown menu on the homepage that is 
marked “Giving.” Click on that tab and follow the 
instructions. 

 To give via text message, enter 414-622-1604 
into the texting app on your smartphone and the 
amount you wish to give. You will receive a 
registration link. Click the link and enter the 
requested information and tap “Process.” After 
registration is complete, you will receive a 
verification text as well as a receipt via email. For 
future giving, send a text with the amount you 
wish to give and it will process automatically. 

 To give via app, go to the App Store on your 
smartphone. Search for “Give+.” Enter 
“Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist Church,” 
select our church and press “Give Now.” Choose 
a fund and a preset or other amount. Select “Add” 
and “Next” to move forward to the payment 
information. Select payment type and add the 
requested information. Review your donation 
summary then select “Complete Donation.”  



Wauwatosa Avenue 
United Methodist Church 

1529 Wauwatosa Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

Phone (414) 453-0700  Fax (414) 453-0702 
www.waumc.org  waumc@sbcglobal.net 

 

Sunday Schedule 
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship - Chapel 
9:45 a.m Blended Worship - Sanctuary 
9:15 & 10:45 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School - Children & Youth 

 

Church Staff and Office Hours 
 

Tim Berlew 
Pastor 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-2:30 
 

Domnik Israel 
Pastor of Visitation 

Tuesday & Thursday  9:30-2:00 
 

Tina Itson 
Deacon 

 

Natalie Stumpner 
Director of Christian Education 
Monday - Thursday  9:00-4:00 

 

Jodie Hunt 
Church Administrator 

Monday - Thursday  9:30-4:30 
 

Jackie Onan 
Financial Secretary 

Monday  9:00-2:00; Thursday  9:00-12:00 
 

Martha Aslakson 
Organist (9:45 service) & Tower Bells Director 

 

Janet Smith 
Pianist (8:15 service) 

 

Kaylee Piatt 
Adult Choir Director 

 

Heather Sugden 
Praise Ensemble Director & Accompanist 

 

Nicole Lassiter 
Troubadour Choir Director 

 

Jill Lorber 
Cherub Choir Director 

 

Elizabeth Hessner 
Nursery Supervisor 

 

Sue Koenigs 
Children & Youth Accompanist 

 

Chick Zaffiro 
Maintenance/Security 

 

Marie Rider 
Printer/Custodian 

 
 

2018 
Tower Deadlines 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 6 - December (Advent/Christmas) 
 

February 5 - March (Lent) 
 

Please place your articles in the Tower folder in 
the church office across from Jodie Hunt’s office 
or email to waumc@sbcglobal.net by the above 
dates. 

We’ll pray for you! 
Our church prayer chain 
welcomes any prayer requests 
you would like to forward to us. 

You may drop your written 
prayer concern in the collection 
plate on Sunday morning, or  

call or email it to: Penny McCanles at 414-453-
5337, pmccanles040@gmail.com; or Jodie Hunt at 
414-453-0700, waumc@sbcglobal.net. 
The requests are emailed each Monday to those 
who have agreed to pray for those who need our 
help. If you would like to join the prayer chain, 
please contact Penny McCanles at the above email 
address. 
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Feel Free to Contact Your Pastor 
There are times when people are hospitalized, or 
have personal concerns or a crisis, and the pastoral 
staff would like to be supportive. If you or someone 
you know, goes to the hospital, or needs our care, 
please feel free to call the church and let us know. 
Also, contact the church office and let us know of 
the names of any home-bound persons who might 
like a visit. And, if your address changes, we also 
would appreciate receiving that information. After 
office hours, you can reach Pastor Tim at 414-257-
1228 or Pastor Domnik at 715-584-5389. 
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Proverbs 29:18a reads, “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish” in the King James Version. We have 
been on a journey for over a year to set a course for 
the future. I would love to say that we have arrived, 
but the life of faith is not static, and the kingdom of 
God is an evolving thing. I am pleased, however, that 
in September, the Church Council approved a three-
year plan with some exciting new things as well as 
the wonderful ministries that have been going on here 
at Tosa Avenue UMC. 

Back in August of 2017, an ad hoc Vision Team met 
for the first time to discuss “Where to next?” We 
used a process called Asset Mapping which looks at 
what we already have to work with and what we are 
already known for and doing reasonably well. There 
was a call for Task Forces in the areas of Mission and 
Justice Ministries and Worship and Hospitality. In the 
fall of 2018, the Council voted to have Holy Cow! 
Consulting administer their Congregational 
Assessment Tool and interpret the results to help us 
know if we are on the right track and where there is 
room for growth. Happily, we found that our 
congregation enjoys both high satisfaction and high 
energy among our members. We are poised for 
meaningful growth in ministry and mission. The 
Mission and Justice Task Force formed first and 
studied possible ministries where we could enter into 
partnerships with the community. The Worship and 
Hospitality Task Force focused, as a result of the 
Congregational Assessment, on areas of hospitality 
— what someone experiences at our church from the 
time they hear about to the time they might fully 
enter the life of the church. 

We set goals for a three-year period in five ministry 
areas: Worship and Hospitality, Faith Formation, 
Mission and Justice, Building and Grounds, and Staff 
and Administration. The Worship and Hospitality 
group came up with many fantastic ideas. There were 
multiple questions asked: how do people find out we 
are here and what we do, how are guests greeted and 
how do they get connected to our people and 
ministries, and how are we visible in the community? 
For the rest of 2018, we plan to work on Search 
Engine Optimization (SEO) so that people can find 
our webpage on the internet more easily. We also 
need to expand our presence on social media. When 
people arrive (and even for longtime members), it is 
hard to remember everyone’s name. We need to 
make a conscious effort to use nametags. We also 

want to connect new members with actively involved 
members in our community in a type of “mentoring” 
program. In 2019, we will launch a comprehensive 
marketing and advertising campaign so that our 
church is in front of people. How will people come if 
they don’t know we are here or what we do? We will 
develop a strategy for hospitality training so people 
will be more comfortable welcoming guests. We will 
put a video monitor for the Sanctuary in the Parlor so 
there will be a better worship experience for those 
who need to step out of the Sanctuary. In 2020, if not 
before, we will launch some outdoor musical events 
for the community in our new courtyard. 

Our Faith Formation (Christian Education) ministry 
will continue the current programs of children’s, 
youth, and adult education. During the remainder of 
2018, we will work to identify some new leaders. In 
addition, we are going to develop a plan for starting a 
new group for parents with young children. Through 
2019, we will increase local mission awareness in our 
children and youth. By 2020, we plan to have a multi-
generational Mission Fair that will invite everyone 
into a day of service. 

Our Mission and Justice Ministry has been hard at 
work. This fall we adopted a kindergarten class at 
Hawley Environmental School and we are preparing 
ourselves to work with children whose parent(s) are 
incarcerated. We are completing the library project at 
UMCS. These ministries will continue and grow 
through 2020. 

The Building and Grounds portion of the plan has 
many projects. Currently, we are redoing our 
courtyard. We are working on improving our signage 
both inside and outside of the building. In 2019, we 
will update and renovate Room 4 — one of our major 
meeting rooms on the 1st level. We will spruce up our 
entry areas. In 2020, we will upgrade our Wi-Fi 
Network and install digital signage. 

In Staffing and Administration, we plan to identify 
additional volunteer help for the church office. We 
will design and implement plans for employee 
evaluation. We will also develop a comprehensive 
safety plan. 

This is an ambitious plan, but this is also an 
exceptional congregation. We believe that this plan 

will help us fulfill our mission of “Gathering as 
Friends, Growing in Faith, and Sharing God’s Love.” 

From Pastor Tim’s Desk 



Church News 
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Our Church Family 

Recent surgery… Jean Nelson, 

Domnik Israel, Marge Lammar, 
Gary Justham 

We rejoice in the baptism of… 
Lincoln Jeffrey Kent, son of Jennifer 
& Stephen, on October 14 

Recently hospitalized… Audrey Arndt, Mary 

Lewis 

Welcome New Members… 
Cynthia & Stephen Swedish 
Jennifer & Stephen Kent 

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Daylight Savings Time ends November 4. Remember 
to reset your clocks back one hour! 

 

Red Bird Mission Trip 
A Red Bird Mission trip has been arranged by the 
Mission Team of Salem UMC - Fond du Lac. A 
Mission Team of seven members will join with teams 
from other churches during the week of Oct. 21. The 
teams will do maintenance for homeowners and/or 
repairs at the Red Bird Mission site in Kentucky. Red 
Bird Mission is a Methodist mission program. Joyce 
and Pastor Israel will go with the Salem UM Church 
Mission Team. Please keep the team in your prayers. 

Inclement weather policy 
We know that severe weather is 
inevitable. In order to keep our members 
safe, we may decide to close the church. 
It is the policy of WAUMC that if the 
WAUWATOSA SCHOOLS are closed due to 
inclement weather, church activities will be cancelled. 
If Sunday morning services or activities are cancelled, 
an announcement will be run on local news channels. 
In addition, it will be posted on the church website and 
shared on the church Facebook page. If more specific 
information or directions are required in relation to 
other church activities not covered by the above 
circumstances, individual church leaders will contact 
concerned parties involved through phone calls, 
emails, Facebook posts or text messages. Please be 
aware that even if snow is plowed from the parking lot 
after a snowstorm and our services and activities stay 
on schedule, slippery conditions may still be present 
on church property despite efforts to make it 
accessible. Please exercise your judgment regarding 
your safety in dealing with such conditions. Be safe, 
we’ll understand if you don’t join us. 

 

Fall Yard Clean Up 
Do you have a yard that needs to be 
cleaned up for fall? Our youth are 
willing to help you out. We will be out 
and about on Sunday, November 11, and 
Sunday, November 18, to help anyone 
who would like some help! If you want 

us to come rake, clean up flower beds, or do any other 
easy outside work, we are willing. Please contact 
Natalie by November 4 if interested!  

 

Halloween Family Movie Night 
Bring your sleeping bag, pillow, and 
favorite stuffed animal and camp out 
in the Youth Room for a 
spooktacular movie! We will be 
hosting a Family Halloween Movie 
Night on Friday, October 26, starting at 6pm. We will 
be showing a G-rated movie. Halloween snacks and 
juice will be provided. Children of all ages are 
welcome. Youth 6th grade and up are invited to the 
youth room for an all youth Halloween Lock-In! 
Please RSPV to Natalie by October 25 so we can 
make sure we have enough snacks for everyone. 

Upcoming Sermon Scriptures & Sermon Titles 

Oct. 28 Psalm 34:1-8 & Mark 10:46-52 
  “Take Heart; We Are Not Alone” 

Nov. 4  Isaiah 25:6-9 & John 11:32-44 
  “Healing… Wholeness… Life” 

Nov. 11 Pastor Domnik preaching  

Nov. 18 1 Samuel 1:4-20, 1 Samuel 2:1-10 & 
  Mark 13:1-8 
  “The Pains of Change” 

Nov. 25 2 Samuel 23:1-7 & 18:33-37 
“For This I Was Born” 

If you are out of town or miss church some Sunday 
and would like to hear the sermons, they are on our 
church website at www.waumc.org. 
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Fellowship 

Sunday School 
We currently have LOTS of openings 
for teachers on all of our teaching teams 
(including3k-4k,  5K-1st grade, 2nd-4th 
grade and 5th-7th grade). Volunteers lead 
class approximately once a month. 
Lesson plans are easy to follow and are 
available well in advance. If you are 

available to join a team, please contact Natalie. We 
can’t have an effective faith formation program for 
our children if we do not have enough teachers. You 
can sign up online at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0944aaa823a6f85-20181. 

 

Adult Education Class 
On Tuesday evenings at 7 pm in rm. 4 from October 
30 through November 20, Mary Kaiser will teach a 
class that will address the issues of our justice system 
and the effects incarceration has on the families of 
those in prison. The class will involve reading, videos, 
and discussion. This class will be informational, but 
will also provide some tools for our upcoming work 
with Camp Rising Sun as identified by our mission 
task force. To begin our work, we must first educate 
ourselves on our justice system and the effects 
incarceration has on the families of those in prison. If 
you would like to be a part of this study, please sign 
up in the church office. 

 

Pastor Tim’s Book Discussion 
We will convene for the next 
Pastor’s Book Discussion on 
November 18 at 11:00 am in the 
Heywood Room. We will read 
Educated: A Memoir. It is the story 
of Tara Westover, who started her 
education formally at the age of 17. This is a story of 
survival and struggle. The true story takes several 
dramatic turns relating to Mormon survivalism, family 
dynamics, new horizons, abuse and several other 
defining moments. The most remarkable fact about 
the story is that after entering the classroom so late, 
Tara earned a PhD in history. One of the lessons of 
Educated is that you can do anything you set your 
mind to. [explanation adapted from the book flap of 
Educated.] 

All Youth Lock-In 
We will be hosting an all youth lock in for youth 
6th-12th grade on Friday, October 26-Saturday 
October 27. We will be participating in an evening 
of fun and fellowship (pumpkin carving, movies, 
games and more). Costumes are encouraged. We 
will meet at 6pm on Friday. Dinner will be served. 
We are asking that youth be picked up on 
Saturday at 9am. For questions, please see Natalie. 

News from Troop 21 
It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas! 
Yes, it's hard to believe but the Troop 21 
holiday wreath sale is under way. The 
profit from the Troop 21 holiday wreath 
sale pays all the expenses for Troop 
activities for the next year. Scouts also 
receive a significant part of the profit 
from their individual sales for their summer camp 
costs. To purchase a Scout wreath, during October our 
Scouts should be available after church services to 
take orders. Wreaths will be delivered the weekend 
prior to Thanksgiving. 

Campouts Planned 
Troop 21 Scouts were tent camping on September 21-
23 at Kohler Andre State Park and enjoyed an 
astronomy program Saturday evening; and October 12
-14 we will be camping at Maplewood Farms just 
outside of Johnsons Creek. Troop 21 outdoor outings 
are planned during 10 of the 12 months each calendar 
year. Any interested young man age 10-17 can stop by 
any Tuesday evening, Fellowship Hall, to visit Troop 
21. Boys can join Boy Scouting at any time and do 
not have to have been a Cub Scout. 

Senior Patrol Leader 
The Boy Scout youth leadership position of Senior 
Patrol Leader is the number one youth leader in a 
Troop. All Scouts report through Patrol Leaders to the 
Senior Patrol Leader. Congratulations to Troop 21 
member Ben Granger for being elected as the Troop 
21 Senior Patrol Leader. Ben will serve for the next 
year and is a Freshman at Wauwatosa East High 
School. 

Troop 21 Website 
Interested is seeing photos of boys having lots of fun? 
Visit the Troop 21 website at www.bsatroop21.org. 
Photos of Troop activities since 2002 are available for 
public viewing, including all 350 photos of summer 
camp at Jag Lake. 

Christian Education 

http://www.bsatroop21.org
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Missions 

Service Opportunities - Sept./Oct. 2018 
Nov. 4: Pick up bucket to make jello fruit salad for
 St. Ben’s meal program. 

Nov. 12: Bake muffins for The Gathering meal 
 program at 5:30 p.m. 

Nov. 17: Make 200 bag lunches for The Gathering
 meal site at 9 a.m. 

Soon: Donate blood at a local Blood Center,  
 www.bcw.edu. 

Go Green! Get The Tower Online 
Reduce paper usage and read The Tower 
online at www.waumc.org|Resources| 
The Tower Newsletter. Simply email the 
office at waumc@sbcglobal.net to opt out 
of receiving a paper copy of our Tower 
newsletter (published 5-6 times a year). A notice will 
go in the email and bulletin announcements when a 
new Tower is published. If you wish to opt back in to 
receiving a mailed copy, call the church office at 414-
453-0700 or send an email. 

New Socks are the Most Requested Item 
at Homeless Shelters 
If you google the above, you will see many links 
discussing this fact. All of the meal programs and 
agencies we work with regularly (United Methodist 
Children’s Services, St. Ben’s, The Gathering and 
Summerfield UMC) want new socks for distribution to 
their guests. Socks are desperately needed by the 
homeless to prevent serious foot disease and exposure 
to the cold. We would like to collect new socks, along 
with the UMCS toiletries, in the blue bin under the 
central staircase. If everyone brings a pair of new 
socks, we can distribute them to all of our partner 
agencies! Thanks for your donations. 

Milwaukee Hunger – Did You Know? 
In the City of Milwaukee, 28% of people, of that an 
overwhelming 41% of children, live below the federal 
poverty line In 2017, nearly 43% of children in 
Milwaukee County received FoodShare (food stamps) 
and a full 86% of Milwaukee’s public school students 
were determined to be economically disadvantaged, 
according to the Hunger Task Force. Please help by 
bringing canned goods — especially protein or meals, 
breakfast cereal, canned fruits and vegetables, baby 
food, etc. Put your nonperishable, good condition food 
gifts in the grocery cart at the bottom of the central 

stairs, and we will take the food to the Wauwatosa 
Food Pantry at St. Bernard’s. Gifts in the offering 
plate marked for Ingathering will go to The Hunger 
Task Force or local pantries and meal programs. 
Thank you! 

Watch Fellowship Hall for a Special Tree! 
November 18! 
More details coming soon in the Sunday bulletins.  
If you would like to help with the Mitten Tree, contact 
Heidi Martin at thetmartin@sbcglobal.net. 

What Books are Available in the     
Church Library? 
This month’s focus is on some of the 
books of devotions and meditations 
found in the church library. They 
provide insights, wisdom and 
encouragement and are broken into 
short segments. The following books are just a small 
sample of the titles available in the library. 

Adult Books 
“A Year with C. S. Lewis: Daily Readings from His 
Classic Works” by C.S. Lewis, ed. by Patricia S. 
Klein, c. 2003. 

“Bread for the Journey: A Daybook of Wisdom and 
Faith” by Henri J. M. Nouwen, c. 1997. 

“In Times Like These: How We Pray” ed. by Malcolm 
Boyd and J. Jon Bruno, c. 2005. 

“Desktop Devotions” by E. M. Houtz, c. 1989. 

“At the Still Point: A Literary Guide to Prayer in 
Ordinary Time” by Sarah Arthur, c. 2011 

“Listening to Your Life: Daily Meditations with 
Frederick Buechner” by Frederick Buechner, c. 1992. 

Children’s Books 
“Psalms for Young Children” by Marie-Helene 
Delval, c. 2003. 

“Love Is.” By Wendy Anderson Halperin, c. 2001. 

“Let There Be Peace: Prayers from Around the 
World” by Jeremy Brooks, c. 2009. 

“First Prayers” illus. by Tasha Tudor, c. 1952, 1980. 
Books may be checked out by printing your name and 
the date on the card found inside the back cover of the 
book, and leaving the card in the basket on the desk. 

Come to the library and browse on Sunday mornings 
or check out books from the book truck in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Church News Church & Society 
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